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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study the auditory
comprehension ability of selected comparative and superlative degree
adjectives in 77 educable mental retardation children. The subjects
consisted of 39 males and 38 females at the mental age of 3 years to
4 11/12 years from Panyavuttikorm and Rajanukul School, Bangkok. These
children were divided into 4 groups with a 6 months interval of mental
age different in each group. The subjects were administered by the
tests developed by 16.

The results showed that over 75% of the subjects with the mental
age of 3 years, 3 years 6 months, 4 years and 4 years 6 months were able
to comprehend fatter, shorter, bigger, lower and thinner, respectively.
At the level of superlative degree, over 75% of the children were able
to comprehend the words according to the mental ages as follows: the
mental age of 3 years, longest and fattest; the mental age of 3 Years 6

months, biggest, highest, and most (uncountable noun); and the mental



age of 4 years, fewest. The results also showed that the subjects with
more wmental age were able to comprehend the adjectives better without
significant statistical differences.

The results also revealed that there was o statistical dif
-ferences between the male and female subjects to comprehend the words.
In term of chronological age, the subjects with the age of 10 11/12
years to 20 years were able to comprehend more comparative and superla
tive degree words than those with the age of 6 years to 10 years with
significant statistical differences. In term of family income, the sub
~Jjects living with low income family were able to comprehend more com
parative and superlative degree words than those living with high income
family with significant statistical differences. The results also
indicated a high test-retest reliability for this test administered to

the subjects.





