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ABSTRACT

Pregnancy teomination in view of Hochiminh women is a reproductive
manipulation related to the heald1 social md economic sihr.aiur-

Hoohimintr city in the Sourhsm Vietnaur is one of the three bigest cities has the
highest rate of prcgnmcy termination trn 1993, thse was 145,033 wom€lr tsminafed
fteir pregnancy and pregnancy t€rmination ratio was 180 per 100 b,irths. The large
nunrber of women practiced pregnmcy tsmination point out lhe problem of
contracsetive rue md womcn's health as the reasotrs.

The aim of the study is to rsveal the sosio-€conomic, derrryaphic differeirtiats
mrong manied worneNr praclicing pregnancy t€mination in Hochiminh cify, and to
asa@ the socio+ultural factors roch as desire for no more childrcrq colrtraceptive

lracticco sd fanilial support fiat motivating wom€n praoticing pregnancy termiration
The sample of 400 mmied wom€o in reproductive age were interviewed W u mg
structlred gestiomraire from 15 September to 30 October, 1995, in Depatnelrt of
Famity Plamiog of TuDu Ob/Ch/n hospita[ Hochiminh city, Vietrarn .

The fudings showed that two typs of pregnailcy tennination haw ben
practiced by Hochiminh wom€n, there re induc€d abortionr and menstnral regulation.
The arrerage age of womerl wu 29.7 ytrB. Most of older wo,m€n using menstnral
regulation wHe most of youoger wom€n p:acticing induo€d abortioru Three-fourths of
them had a secondary e&cation lwel and abore-The educatioflal lerrcl of women using
meostnnl was higfrer than womeo rning induoed abortion. More Eran three-
fourtlr of womeo were econonricalt5r working at the time surwy. About 6l perceut of
frrooe were in low and modorate income classes. In average each woman has f .6 living



n

ohildrEn. For tlpe of occrpation, nunkr of living chil&en, religion and monthly incomo.

It was formd that tlrere is no much different between wom€n using induc€d abortion and

meosrualrcguhtion

In tesns of past 1n€gnmqf tsmination expoiencq more than one-third of
women had at leas ore prior pregnanoy ternrinatiom- In arrcragB, each woman had 1.5

pregnanoy terminations.

ThEre was association beturcen desire fm no more children and pregnancy

ternrination Women with dssire for no more cHdren were fikely to rue pregnaocy

t€rmination fran wome,n with deshe for more children"

Women whoused connraceptiw irregulfi were likely to use menstnral regulation

wlre,re a$ womeNr who used contraceptive regulfi @ut rued ineffective method or used

effective method inoorreotly) were likely to use induced abortion.

Fu womeir with secondry e&rcatiur lsvel ad lmdsr, those who used no

contlaccetive and erru eqperienced wilh prior meosrual regnlation were likely to use it
againthanthe otheis.

Women who harrc the husband's support related to pregnanoy termination were

more like$ to use it ttran those who did not haw it.

The substantial p,roportion of women Eith d€sirc for no more cHdreo rred
pregnmcy tqmination as well as the high propoilion of womeir who are contraceptive

non rurerg and co,ntraceptive corrEaceptive failure users indicale the limitations of fanity
plflming progrannme. Recomnsrdatiors are mads for inrproving &e finrction of farily
planning progrilmne that is improviry ths mass media on pregnan€,lr terminatioq
promoting the effeotirre modern methods md pregnanoy counselli4g to wery body.




