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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this anthropological study was to study
prostitutes'way of life, description of work, job value, decision process
leading to proStitution, knowledge of, and attitude toward AIDS, health
behavior, AIDs recognition and prevention among prostitutes in urban area
of Chiangmai. The data was conducted through intensive interviews,
observation and participatory observation on 35 CSWs (Cqmmercial Sex Worker)
from 7 Brothels, 3 Cafes, 1 Herbal mixed alcohol bar(Sélayadong) and 2
Karaoke entertaining clubs during April, 1992 - December, 1994.

The result of the study found that there are varity of entertaining
establishments provided for clients. All differ in physical apperance and
type of services. But this study focused on 4 types of sex service
establishments : brothel, cafe, salayadong, and karaoke. Brothel service

generally has 3 types.
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a. Brothels with CSWs living permanently inside and providing room
for sex service .

b. Brothels with CSWs living inside without providing room for sex
sevice. Both types, with 16-20 years old CSWs and 100-300 baht for service,
~ open day and night. The average number of clients was 5 per day. Number of
clients occasionally increased during festive events.

c. Brothels with no CSWs but providing room for service operate
only during the day-time. Freelance CSWs or non permanent CSWs, 25-40 years
old and asking 50-70 baht for service, use these establishments for their
work. The average number of clients was 3-4 per day.

A cafe is a place that opens at night and provides food, beverage,
music or video-display and service girl escorts (CSWs). CSWs served food and
drink, or only sex service. The age range of CSWs and service rate are the
same -as brothel a and b. Average number clients was 5 per day .

Salayadong (Bar that serves alcoholic drinks mixed with traditional
Herbs) open in the evening and night, certain food is also available. The
age of service girls is 18-25 years. The price of services range from 300 -
500 baht, and the service girls average was 10 clients per month.

Karaoke is a night time entertainment place with music and video
display, which serve food and special kinds of cocktials, and beverages.
Karaoke serves higher educated and more wealthy clients. Service girls
are 17-25 years old and charge 1,200-1,500 baht for single sex service. The
average number of clients was 10 per month .

The CSWs who work in brothels and cafes usually enter prostitution
through the sole agent system. In this system the agent gives 5,000-10,000

baht to the girl or woman's parents. In addition, a contract is usually



1)
written up as a debt statement, repayment coming from the CSW's earings,
totalling an amount of twice the original debt. By contrast, CSWs in Karaoke
and Salayadong usually apply for the jobs on their own.

Virginity service, usually at rate of 8,000-10,000 baht per service,
is common for CSW's initial period sex service due to high price of the
service which can repay a large part of the debt to the sole-agent. Some new
CSWs can be sold for virginity service 4 times before they begin regular sex
service in brothels. There was no appearant evidence for virginity sex
service observed in Salayadong and Karaoke.

Monthly income is highest for CSWs working in Karaoke, approximately
15,000-20,000 baht per month. CSws working in brothels and cafes earned an
income between 10,000-12,000 baht per month while CSWs in Salayadong earned
between 6,000-7,000 baht. Most of CSWs' expenses in Karaoke and Salayadong
are clothes, cosmetices and luxury items, and only a small amount of their
earnings are saved. In contrast, brothel based CSWs save almost of all their
income for sending home or to pay their debts.

Freedom and independent living are very common characteristics for
Karaoke CSWs, and most seem to be happy. Brothel based CSWs and cafe CSWs
are partly or almost totally under the control of pimps (Mang-da) until
they have worked to pay out their debts. During the time they are working
to pay out their debts, CSWs may be transfered to other brothels in a net-
work of sole-agents. When the debt has been paid, the CSWs are allowed to
be free or continue working by their own decision.

Transition to higher class sex service usually depends on beauty,
popularity, sexual skill, seduction and experience. Upper class transfers

are often initiated by friends, clients and other agents in the
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entertainment bussiness. CSWs in Karaoke often change their work places to
attract new or more clients and increase their income. Some experienced
CSWs upgrade themselves into Mama-Sang (chief of CSWs).

Future life expectations are usmnally modest. Brothel, cafe, and
Salayadong based CSws dream to save an amount of money for small scale
trading after they quit their jobs. CSWs working in Karaoke often want to
change their jobs to non sex service work such as traditional massage,
laundry service or a small scale self e mployed career. Many think that
they will quit from sex work when they are older or have enough money.
Knowledge, understanding and access to health information are greatly
varied among type of CSWs. Brothel and cafe based have very little
knowledge about AIDs and sexually transmitted diseases when they enter
prostitution. During virginity sex service the early months of employment,
protective sex (eg. condom used) is rare. Knowledge of AIDs and STDs usually
come from direct contact with outreach health care workers (HCWs), some
brothel operators, and friends. Detailed of knowledge came from outreach
HCWs and most CSWs in brothels trust HCWs. Almost all CSWs in Karaoke
have some knowledge about AIDs and STDs. Many learn from school, television,
newspapers, but detailed of knowledge came from HCWs. CSWs in Salayadong
often have no knowledge about AIDs and very limited access to AIDS
information. There are no outreach activities for this group, primarily
due to the fact that Salavadong is not recognized as a sex service
establishment by health authorities.

Regarding AIDS prevention, the only common practice for CSWs is
to urge or negotiate with clients to use condoms. Condoms, supported by

health care officers, are available for free. Indepth interviews showed
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that for approximately every 10 sex acts, 1-2 are without condoms, 2 broke
during sex acts, 1 slipped out or pulled out. Thus, 6 out of 10 sex acts
are properly protected. Most CSws have experienced violent sex that caused
tears in the vaginal mucosa and bleeding, and still had to continue the
service in the same day.

Few of CSWs Kknew their own HIV status and had received proper
counselling. Due to low levels of literacy, health education is difficult
and slow. A sample of CSWs expressed that they would continue working even
if they knew they were HIV positive, if they still appeared to be in normal
health. In this case, they would continue to work, or even work more, to
save money for their future needs when they become ill.

CSWs expressed that the government should deal with ATDs problems
by seeking alternative careers that generate enough income commensurate
with living expenses for young girls and rural families so that no more
girls would enter prostitution. For those already in the sex services mest
want to continue their careers without interuption by authorities. Free
health care is another request from working CSWs. In case of HIV infection,
CSWs request free treatment from the government, to be provided with new
jobs.

The study also found important factors for the acceptance of sex
service in the northern part of Thailand, called Lamna. Those factors are
folk beleifs, social values, matriarchy , male sex values, northern
culture and socio-ecomic change. These factors encourage sex service to
diversify and include more levels of participation (eg. brothel owners,.

sole agents, banks, policemen)
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These factors, coupled with the govemnﬁent's ATIDS policy which
emphasizes the elimination of CSWs and sex service establishments, caused
both a delay in budgeting, and a lack of cooperation among agencies. This

results in the critical AIDs situation now present in Chiangmai.





