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This thesis is an attemptto present a phonological study ofPadaung language

as spokcn tt Ban Naisoi,Talnbol Pang Mu,Muang District,Mae Hong Son Province

by using thc Tagmenlics thcory

The result of this study shows that the phonological system is composed

twenty-two consonant phonemes ( b, p, ph, d, t, th, j, c, ch, g, k, kh, ?, s, h, m, n,

4, r, l, w, y ), thirte€n vowel phonemes ( i, e, e, a, e, tu, u, o, c, ia, ai, eur, ua ),

and four tonemes : mid level tone, low-falling tone, high-falling tone and high-rising

tone. The syllable structure is C(C)Vr(C). There are three types of syllables :

presyllable, minor syllable and major syllable. There are three types of phonological

words : monosyllabic words, disyllabic words and trisyllabic words. Intonation is

caused by tone of the final syllable ofa statement either falling or rising.

It should be noted that vocalisation using a breathy voice is done for only

few words in the Padaung language. It can be assumed that the breathy voice may be

lost in the future.
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