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The number of barges have been reduced for more than 30 years, although cost of fund of
inland waterways is less than roadways. The problem of repairing is the main reason that caused

reducing barges.

The purpose of this research is find the situation of wooden barges and problems that

causes reducing barges. It is expects that the high cost for maintenance barges is one reason.

The primary data, the 60 samples of barges, were collected the information by the
questionnaires. The criterias for the sample are carrying goods as a éargo barge for more than 1 year.

Then they were analyzed the data by SPSS/PC” Program for statistical data.

The results shows the mean income is 13,394.32 baht per route and the mean of round
trip is 10 trips per year. The mean cost of repairing barges is 25,568.22 baht . They were repaired
one time a year. The result shows the income is not enough to repair barges. There are 31.7 percent
of samples have not been repaired for a long time and 55 percent of samples will sell their barges
after they finish carrying goods. There are 21.7 percent of sample do not work when they stop to
carry goods. Trend of general cargo barges is change to use for carrying groups of passengers.
Some of barges may be destroyed. The appropriate technology should be considered, for example,
the technique for waterproof. The new material may be used instead of local material that are reduced

and it is too expensive to used for repairing.






