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The purpose of this study is to construct the Thai articulation test to investigate
articulatory ability of initial and final positions and cluster consonant sounds in children.
The test consisted of three subtests which were sound-in-word, sound-in-connected-speech, and
stimulability subtests. The subjects of this study were 740 children aged 3 years to 7 years 11
months in Nakhonnonthaburi District. They were divided into ten groups based on 6 month
intervals of age.

The results of this study reveal that the Thai articulation test has high reliability
coefficient. The children acquire initial consonant sounds / ?,m,w,n,p,bhjphtthkkh / in
single word at the age 3 years to 3 years 5 months. The developmental sequence of initial
consonant acquisition are / n,1,d,tg /, / tchf / and /s / at the age of 4 years to 4 years 11
months, 5 years to 6 years 11 months and 7 years to 7 years 5 months, respectively. The
children acquire all final consonant sounds at the age 3 years to 3 years 5 months, and acquire
cluster consonants /kw,khw/ at the age 7 years to 7 years 5 months. None of them acquire
single consonant / 1 / and other cluster consonants. The children have articulatory ability for
single word significantly better than in connected speech at p < 0.05. They acquire / j,n,ph.th,
f,tc,tch,s,k,-n / sounds in connected speech 6-18 months after they are acquired in single
word. The children can articulate in imitation better than in spontaneous speech. They imitate
sounds on the second attempt more correctly than on the first attempt. The stimulability ability
increases with increasing age. Furthermore, the results show that the articulatory ability also
increases with increasing age. Girls and boys demonstrated differring articulatory ability in
certain age ranges. The results of this study show that the Thai articulation test and
articulatory development can be used to assess articulatory ability in children.






