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(0-5 YEARS)
TIPAWAN KLINSRISUK : A STUDY OF DENTAL HEALTH CARE BEHAVIOR
AMONG PRESCHOOL CHILDREN IN BANMO SUB-DISTRICT, BANMO DISTRICT,
SARABURI PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISOR : SOLOT  SIRISAI , M.A.,, PORNTIP

AUSUPHARAT , M.A,, PITAK CHAICHAREON, D.D.S., 208 p. ISBN 974 - 661 - 096 - 1

In 1995, a studay of dental health problems of pre-school children (0-5 years) in
Banmo subdistrict, Banmo district, Saraburi province showed that 78 percent of children
had dental carries in deciduous teeth. This increase had become a problem for physical and

mental health of this population group.

The purpose of this thesis is to study dental health care behavior of both preschool
children and their parrents. The study method is a combination of qualitative and descriptive
statistics. Data were collected from 55 pre-school children and 46 parents in three sample

villages from May 1996 to October 1997. It is found that:

In the past, there was a cultural mechanism to keep balance between dental carries
and preventions in pre-school children. That is, pre-school children actually consumed natural-
like foods such as breast milk and fruits while candy was rare in their daily life. But in the
modern period, pre-school children can access numerous of instant foods that are present in the
communities. It causes dental health problems because there is no balance mechanism as there
was in the past. The finding of this study reveals that the easier the access to the instant foods
the higher the percentage of dental carries in a community. The study suggests that dental
health service programs in modern communities should be implemented with co-operantion of

dental health workers and parents in order to create a new dental health balance.






