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| The main purpose of this study is to examine the relationship between five learner
Ivanables -- attitudes towards English. language aptitude, socio-economic status, previous

| knowledge of general English. and exposure to an English-speaking environment -- and

iEng]ish language achievement on the EAP course for first-year medical students of Mahidol
j uni ersity. ’
I !
| The instruments --1) questionnaire measuring attitudes towards English and collecting|l
idata about parental income and exposure to an English-speaking environment, and 2) The Thai I
Language Aptitude Test (TLAT) form A were administered to 125 medical students from 3
hospitals -- Siriraj, Ramathibodi, and Bangkok Metropolitan. Previous knowledge of general
English was measured from English scores in the national university entrance examination.
EAP achievement scores obtained from the English examination of the first semester given by

the university served as the dependent vanable.

The data were statistically analyzed by using the SPSS computer program. By applying

Pearson Product-Moment Correlation and multiple regression analysis, it was found that:

Among the five leamer vanables, previous knowledge of general English correlated
moderately with language aptitude. and slightly with attitudes towards English and exposure to
an English-speaking environment. Language aptitude and the attitudes were significantly
correlated but at a low level. Socio-economic status was not significantly correlated with anyl

other leamer variables.

Significant predictors of EAP achievement are previous knowledge, attitudes towards
English, and language aptitude. Socio-economic status and exposure to an English-speaking

environment were found to have no significant correlation with EAP achievement.
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