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This study investigates the English language learning strategies of good and
poor first-year Arts undergraduate students and the extent to which the two groups

used those strategies.

The subjects of the study were 140 first-year Arts students - 70 good and 70
poor English language students attending Chulalongkorn University in the academic
year 1995-1996. The instrument used was a questionnaire. The results of the study
were:

The good English language learners used all six strategy types. The two
strategy types used at a high frequency were metacognitive and compensation
strategies, while medium-frequency strategies used were cognitive, social, and
affective. Memory strategies were used at a low frequency. The poor English
language learners used all six strategy types. Half of the strategy types were used at a
medium frequency, including metacognitive, compensation, and social strategies, while
cognitive, affective, and memory strategies were used at a low frequency. However,
the good and the poor learners sometimes used overall strategies. There was a
significant difference in overall strategies and in almost all of the strategy types at the
confidence level of .001. The order of use of the strategy types according to the good
and the poor language learners were not much different. This study indicates that
students with high achievement in English use language learning strategies more
trequently than the students with low achievement in English. However, in general,

their use of overall strategies is in the medium range.
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