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ABSTRACT

Husband- wife communication is an important factor in the process of
decision making in regard to family size and adoption of famil}./ planning practice. This
study is to identify the nature and extent of couple communication and the influence of
couple communication on family planning practice. Special effort is paid to examine some
socio-economic, demographic and other factors which contribute to the variation in
communication between couples in Vietnam.

The data used in this study was obtained from the Knowledge, Attitude and
Practice (KAP) on Family Planning Survey which was conducted in seven provinces in

1993. In this study 2492 couples consisting of 4984 respondents were used in the analysis.



ii
Crostabulation technique with Chi-square test was applied to analyze the influence of
couple’s communication on contraceptive use. Determinants of couple communication
employed logistic regression.

It was found that majority of couples had discussed about family planning
issues, especially contraceptive methods and limiting family size. Furthermdre, the data
confirmed that husband-wife communication was linked to the adoption of family planning.
The study also indicated that wife’s age, duration of mérriage, number of living children,
husband’s education, knowledge of contraception and wife’s satisfaction with knowledge

about family planning were significantly influenced couple communication.



