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FACTORS INFLUENCING HERBICIDE USAGE BEHAVIOR IN

RUBBER PLANTATION. CASE STUDY : PUTTALUNG PROVINCE
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The purpose of this research is to study the factors
influencing behavior of the owners / agriculturists and employees who
use / spray herbicide by themselves in -their rubber plantations
in Puttalung province. Two hundreds and fifty one (251) of the
owners/agriculturists and employees were interviewed during January 24
to February 28, 1995. Chi-square, t-test, One-Way Analysis of Variaﬁce
and Analysis of Variance with Multiple Classification Analysis
were adopted as statistics used and analyzed by SPSS/pct Program

The result revealed that the factors significantly influenced
the herbicide usage behavior (p value<0.05) are : education;experience
in illness from using herbicide and other pesticide ; experience in
training about correct use of herbicide and other pesticide;

knowledge and attitude about herbicide. The result showed that those



who have the education higher than primary level; experienced the
illness by using herbicide; already participated in herbicide training
course; got Attitude score in high and medium levels; have better
behavior.It was also found that those who have knowledge scores about
correct herbicide usage at high,medium and low levels have behavior in
correct herbicide usage at high , medium and low levels respectively.

The socio-economic and population factors on herbicide usage
behavior were analyzed with the Analysis of Variance and Multiple
Classification Analysis. It was found that those who are the
owners/agriculturists that gain education higher than primary level
with moderate income, have better behavior than other groups.

The stimulating factors on herbicide usage behavior was
analyzed using the Analysis of Variance and Multiple Classification
Aﬁalysis. It was found that those who have gone through the training
herbicide usage, experienced the illness from using herbicide,
working / spraying not more than 3 years, and frequency of herbicide
spraying at moderate level have better behavior than other groups.

The “result of the study indicated that promoting the safe
herbicide usage for rubber plantation owners/agriculturists and
employees must be provided among the sprayers by giving them
knowledge, right attitude and training. Specially, the government and
private sectors should provide or encourage all sprayers in rubber
plantation to own and use the proper dress, other safety equipments

and procedure.





