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Abstract

The purpose of this quasi-experimental research was to test t.he'
effects of family participation in caring of the hospitalized elderly
patients on patients”’ recovery and family satisfaction with nursing cére.
Orem’s general nursing theory was used to guide the study. The purposive
samples consisted of sixty pairs of relatives and female elderly patients
who admitted in two general medical wards in the Department of Medicine
of Chulalongkorn hospit.ai during September 1992 to March 1993.The first
15 patients were assigned into the experimental group and the other
15 patients who were hospitalization later were assigned into the
control group, and then this pattern was rotated. Subjects in both groups
recieved routine nursing care, but thé subjects in experimental group
received care from family participation in addition. For each patient,
functional status and mental status were evaluated before and after the
experimental period by using Katz’s index of independence in activities

of daily 1living and Folstein’s mini-mental state examination



respectively. Family satisfaction was measured by La Monica’s patient
satisfaction scale which was modified by the researcher.

The results of the study revealed significant statistical
difference (p<.05) between the experimental and the control groups in
mental status but no significant statistical difference (p>.05) in
functional status which consisted of activity of daily 1living,
complication and duration of hospitalization. For the family
satisfaction, there was significant statistical difference (p<.01)
between the experimental and the control groups.

The findings support Orem’s self-care theory which explains that
the dependent care agent can learn and apply knowledge enables to
promote well being to the patients. The findings also support Orem’s
theory of nursing system which explains that £he appropriate desinged
nursing care model using family participation and interpersonal

relationship can bring more satisfaction with nursing care.





