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3536079 LCCS/M : MAJOR : Museum and Preservation of Cultural Objects; M.A.
(Cultural Studies)
KEY WORD : Historic House Museum / Chit Rienpracha / Exhibition
SUNSANEE INDRAPRASIT: A PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH THE
HISTORIC HOUSE OF CHIT RIENPRACHA AS A MUSEUM. THESIS
ADVISOR: APINYA BUASUANG, M.A., PORNTIP USUPARAT, MA,
KANNIKAR SARTRAPROONG, M.A., 156 p. ISBN.974-589-182-7.

The objective of this study was to propose a plan to set up a historic (artist)
house museum in Bangkok. The house of Mr. Chit Rienpracha, who received the
National Artist (Sculpture) Award in 1987, was used as a case study.

Mr. Chit devoted over 60 years of his life to his art creations working
himself from a poor local craftsman to a famous sculptor. Since Mr. Chit died in 1994,
his wife has maintained the house, his works of art and all his craftsman tools in good
condition. She intends to donate the entire property to Silpakorn University.

The study consists of gathering information about his life and his art works
from the materials in the house and in-depth interviews with his family and friends and
analizing the information by “the represented the past” theory which has 4 steps:
creating the past, explaining the past, housing the past and programming the past. The
suggested exhibition highlight is his workshop room, decorated by the period-room
technique. The objects on display are to be selected to show his life and his
contemporaries. The rest of the house would be used as an exhibition hall and the
work room as the place for current artistic activities. The museum will be 2 memorial
of Mr. Chit Rienpracha and his contemporary art society and the meeting place of
modern artists as well.

Currently, though a number of artists have been annually announced
National Artists, there are no artist-house museums in Thailand due to a lack of
government policy, funds and public awareness of Thailand’s artistic heritage. This
study suggests the formation of a commission to take responsibility for collecting
biographical information and the work of famous artists, to be preserved for national
posterity.
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