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Thai @sic is an art that has been part of the way of life of the Thai people for a long period of
time. Changes in the society made Thai music evolve and a new form of Thai orchestra was born ,
known to the public as “the Contemporary Traditional Thai Orchestra”. The purpose of this research is
to look into the history and the development of Fong Naam’s Orchestra, its roles and impacts on Thai
society. The analysis was carried out by documentary research, interviews, “participation and a
questionnaire survey by Accident Sampling method from Bangkok sample population ot; 1,165 people.
Computation of percentage and the values of x* - test and t - test on the opinion with regard to the roles

and impacts of Fong Naam’s Orchestra on Thai society were also carried out.

The research reveals that the development of contemporary traditional Thai Orchestra began during
the reign of King Rama IV in the form of mixed string orchestra. The name thus became a
“Contemporary Traditional Thai Orchestra” and Fong Naam’s Orchestra was the first one to have its
name as such. It was a blend of traditional and modern musics rendering a new and colourful approach
through the use of non-traditional musical instruments. Fong Naam’s Orchestra was born in 1979 from
the initiatives of Acharn Boonyong Gatekong and Acharn Bruce Gaston. A considerable amount of
contemporary Thai musical work was therefore created , thus making the Thai musical circles and the
public in general become aware of its existence. With regard to its roles, this research reveals that level
of education and occupation are statistically relevant to the roles it played on Thai society with the level
of significance of 0.05. Background difference (age / level of education / occupation) variedly affects
the awareness and appreciation of Fong Naam’s Orchestra. This study also reveals that the roles and
impacts of Fong Naam’s Orchestra mostly affect Thai society on musical art anci various aspects of its
cultures.






