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Abstract

The purposes of this study was to investigate the factors that
enhance the survival of folk medicine in Nasida Village. It was an
anthropological study conducted through intensive interviews with and
participatory observation on the villagers of this village in which
the researcher spent six months living and gathering data.

Nasida, a 200-year-old village, consists of 102 houses with a
population of 928, mainly Thai-Laotians with their own unique culture.
Most villageré make their living by rice farming and other agricultural
work with the average annual income of about 5,000 baht for each family.
It is, therefore, considered a poor village. However, this village ié ?
ecasily accessible. There is only one community hospital nearby, three
ki lometers away. At the time of this study (1994);.there were 13 folk

healers, with the healer and villager ratio of 1:72. The villagers

depend heavily on folk treatment.



SN

' The result of this study revealed three main factors that
support the survival of folk medicine in this village. Firstly, the
characteristics of their illnesses, such as those of smallpox and any
illnesses caused_by the evil spirits. Secondly healers and villagers
shared the same concept of the causes of their illnesses and the
criteria for their condition assessment. Finally, the efficiency
of the treatment and the healing skills of the healers helped the folk
medicine keep its popularity among the villagers. Other supportive
factors identified in this study included theilong distance from the
village to major hospitals, the cost of the treatment which was always
cheaper for folk medicine, the compatability of the folk medicine with
the villagers, the overall understanding between the healers and the
sick people tﬁemselves concerning the nature of their illnesses, the
reverend quality of the healers, and the abundance of herb medicine.

However, folk medicine has not been well recognized by tﬁe
Ministry of Public Health. Health authorities should take folk medicine
as another form of health service, and folk healers should be equally
accepted and recognized in the same economic and social status as other
health personnel. It is also important that the knowledge and skills of

folk medicine continually passed on to younger generations.
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