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Abstract

The purpses of this study was to investigate the factors that

enhanee the survival of folk medicine in Nasida Village. It was an

anthropological study eonducted through intensive interviews with and

participatory observation on the villagers of this village in which

the researcher spent six months living and gathering data.

Nasida, a 20O-year-old village, consists of 102 houses with a

trnpulation of 928, mainly Thai-Laotians with their own unique culture.

Ir{ost villagers make their living by rice farning and other agricultural

work with the average annual income of about 51000 batrt for each family.

It is, therefore, considered a poor village. Honever, this village is 
<

easily accessible. There is only one connunity hospital nearby, three

kilometers away. At the tine of this study (1994), there were L3 folk

healers, with the healer and villager ratio of t:72. The villagers

depend heavily on folk treatnent,



I
The result of this study revealed three nain factors that

supgnrt the survival of fotk redicine in this vil.lage' Firstly, the

characteristics of their illnesses, such as those of snallpx and any

illnesses caused by the evil spirits. Secondly healers and villagers

shared the sare concept of the causes of their illnesses and t.he

criteria for their condition assessnent. Finally' the efficiency

of the treatnent and ttre healing skills of the healers helped the folk

nedici.ne keep its popularity anong the villagers. 'Other supportive

factors identified in this study included the long distance from the

village to major hospitals, the cost of the treatment which was always

cheaper for folk medicine, the compatability of the folk nedicine rvith

the villagers, the overall understanding between the healers and the

sick people thenselves concerning ttre nature of their illnesses, the

reverend quality of the healers, and the abundanee of herb medicine.

However, folk nedicine has not been well recognized by the

Ministry of Rrblic Health. tlealth authorities should take folk nedicine

as another forn of health service, and folk healers should be equally

aceepted and recognized in the sane economic and social status as other

health trrersonnel. It is also inlnrtent that the knowledge and skills of

foLk nedicine continually passed on to younger generations.
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