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FACTORS RELATED TO AIDS PREVENTIVE BEHAVIORS AMONG STUDENTS
OF UPPER SECONDARY AND VOCATIONAL STREAMS
IN MUANG DISTRICT, UDON THANI PROVINCE
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ABSTRACT

It is recognized that adolescents are at high-risk for AIDS infection since they engage in
risk-taking behaviors such as having unprotected sexual contact and sharing unsterile needles
for drug using. The main purposes of this study were to compare selected factors and behaviors
including alcoholic drinking, pornographic reading and seeing, risky behavior of their closed
friends, receiving suggestion about AIDS preventive behaviors from other person, knowledge,
belief and preventive action regarding AIDS between students in secondary and vocational
streams in Muang district, Udon thani province. The relationships among those selected factors
and behaviors with AIDS preventive behaviors were explored. Students participating in the
study were drawn by using stratified systematic random sampling with proportional allocation.
The sample consited of 568 male and 575 female students from upper secondary stream. The
total of 386 male and 683 female students from vocational stream were included as well, Data
were collect from Jume to August 1994 by self-administered questionaires. Chi-Square test,
Student's t-test and Pearson Product Moment Correlation were applied to analyze data.

The result of the study indicated that most of AIDS preventive behaviors of upper
secondary stream students were significantly better than those vocational stream students. Only
intravenous drug using behavior was found no significant difference

When selected factors were compared ﬁithin male students and wittﬁn female students,

the significant difference were found in alcoholic drinking, pornographic reading and sceing,



risky behavior of their closed friends, receiving suggestion about AIDS preventive behaviors
from other person, knowledge, perceptions of AIDS susceptibility and severity, perceptions of
benefit and barrier in performing such preventive behaviors.

The alcoholic drinking, pornographic reading and seeing and risky behaviors of their
closed friends showed significant relationships with AIDS preventive behaviors from sexual
activity. Most of selected factors inchiding receiving suggestion about AIDS preventive
behaviors from other persons, knowledge and perception of AIDS susceptibility were signifi-
cantly related to all AIDS preventive behaviors specified in this study. Only female students’
perceptions of AIDS severity no relationship with their preventive behaviors. It should be
noted that female students’ perceptions regarding benifit and barrier had negative relationship’
with their preventive behaviors. :

Results of the study could be used to plan AIDS preventive and control program for
students, particularly those in vocational stream. More over, their closed friends and families
should be included in such program. |
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