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A LEXICAL DISTRIBUTION IN THE AREA OF THE LINGUISTIC BORDERLINE
BETWEEN ~CENTRAL THAT DIALECT AND SOUTHERN THAI DIALECT : 4
GEOGRAPHICAL AND SOCIAL VARIATION.
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Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to find out whether or not
the social variable such as age and education have influence on the
choice of lexical items in the area of the linguistic borderline
between Central Thai dialect and Southern Thai dialect. It also
studies the trend in the movement of isogloss.

In this study, 44 semantic units have been collected by means
of self-interviewing. The data collection is systematically operated

“in 31 areas,stretching from Amphur Tab Sakae to Amphur Bang Saphan Noi,

prachuapkhirikhan province.



The result of the thesis shows that the social variables such
as age and education condition the choice of lexical items. That is,
the young and better educated speakers have more tendency to éhoose
lexical items of the Central Thai dialect than the o0ld and less

educated ones.

By considering 2 groups of the users, it has been found that
the trends in the movement of the isogloss mobilize to the South.
1) The representatives of the old generation, age between 50 years and
finished Prathom 4, are in the isogloss around Ban Tab Sa Kae and Ban
Ang Thong. '

2)  The representatives of the who}e group, without
considering the social variables, are in the isogloss around Ban.'KhaU'
Ma. Rong and Ban Bor'Thoﬁg Lang, Amphur Bang Saphan.

3) The representatives of the new geheraﬁion, age between 15
to 25 years old and»finishedfnhthayom 6 or uppéf;'are in the. isoéléss
atound Ban Huay Sak, Amphur Bang Saphan Noi. |





