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Abstract

The purpse of this study was to cotspare factors influ€ncing

the eating habit between the cured and the reinfected opisthorchiasis

patients in Udornthani Province. Sanples consisted of ctrred and

reinfected Opisthorchiasis patients 168 each. Data collection was done

through intervien using structured questionnaire. SptiS/pC+ progran Las

used in data analysis by sone selected aBpropriate statistics.

The results showed that the cured group had higher of persons

with proper behavior than the reinfected froup with regard to the

utilization of health services (i.e. the belief in effectiveness of

praziquamtel, their interest in seeking nore knowledge on liver-fluke
infection). They also had higher percentage of persons trith the

folloning behaviors: the experiences to the disease occurring in the

fanilyr the ternination of eating raw fish after having seen other



people died fron the disease, as weII as the higher percentages of

persons nho conply with the health officerts reconnendations (such as

having knowledge on liver-fluke disease, the habit of eating raw fishr

the ternination of the habit of eating raw fish after conpletely

cured, the perception of threat of the disease and having sone fanily

nenbers who do not eat raw fish).

The factors nhich were not sigDificantly different between the

two guoups vrere the lcnowledge about the disease, beliefs in health

aspects, the role of being the exanple of person who eat only cooked

food in the fanilyr the role in disseninating the }cnorlledge on the

disease to fanily nembers and neighboursr the behaviors that prorcte

the existence of the agent in their environnent such as disposal of

raw fish waste, the use of sanitary latrine and the dislnsal of hunan

waste into natural water resources.

Fros the results of this study, the health officer can develop

nore appropriate tactical strategy in changing the behavior of

villagers. This can be done by iuproving the nodels in health educationt

the nethods for disease control which correslnnd to the local

situationr so that the percentages of reinfected persons will be reduced.




