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ABSTRACT

A prospective study regarding home accidents in the elderly
was done in Yasothon Province during May 15, 1993 - August 15,
1993. The 270 subjects were randomly selected from the rural and
urban area in appropriate proportion. Following data collection by
interviewing the elderly every two weeks in thir own home, the
incidence and risk factors of home accidents in the elderly were

determined. The results were as follow :

1. 133 out of 270 subjects got accidents with 176 times of
event, therefore, the incidence of overall accidents was 49.3 % or,on

the other hand, 65.2 % in term of time of event during 3 month period.

2. The characters of the accidents were cutting (25.9%),fall
(17.03%) and blunt injury (16.7%). The accidents occured most when
the elderly did their household work (24.1%) and when they walked

(12.2%). Concerning the character of the injury, cut wound was found



most (31.5%) followed by contusion (29.6%). However, the majority of
them (52.6%) were just mild injury. The most frequent period that any
accident occured was during the daytime (54.4%), on Monday (17.4%),

in June (25.9%). Kitchen was where the accidents happened most(20.7%).

3. The study showed that the factors of the accidents which
were statistically significant different between the elderly living
in rural area and those who lived in the urban area were : cutting
injury, those who did household works, activities during the daytime,

and the cut wound.

4. The significant risk factors (p < 0.05) for the home
accidents in the elderly were : female, poor vision, deafness, muscle
weakness, diabetes mellitus, sedative administration and poor mental
status. The most powerful predictors were poor vision, female and
diabetes mellitus. However, the other factors included in the
analysis did not statistically correlate with the accident in the
elderly were age, marital status, bone and joint diseases, dizziness,
numbness of extremties, feeling sleepy during the daytime, insomnia,

hypertension, other medical conditions and activity of daily living.





