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ABSTRACT

This ttresis aitrs to study the lexical variattor, *U clistri-

bution of Tlrai dialects, i.e, central Thai ilial-ect, Northern Thai

dialect, and Norttreastern Thai dialect. It also attenipts to draw a'

lingruistic nap of Thai.dialects in saraburi, to locate ttre usage of

each itialect, and. to estimate the nunlcer of speakers of each dialect'

Datacollectingisdonebypassingquestionaires,whic|

contajn 50 senantic unj.ts to vi}3-age headnen of 944 villages all over

theprovi:nce.Thedataareobtainedfrorn635villages'

The investigation of lo<ical variation and distrjbution

yields a result ttrat isoglosses rarely forn a bundle of isoglodses

but scatter all over the area under strudy. Therefore, a diaLect

boundary caruiot be estalclished through these isogJ-osses- An alter:

native way is to use ttre nuniber of occurrences of each dialect aS a
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? critirion to decide wtrich dialect is used i:r each partiarlar viJ-1age.

Then, J-ingristic naps are drawn to ilisplay ttre lenica] dj-stribution

of ttrree dialects. The diaLect boundary is also locatedl at ttie lnint

where about the sa:ne nuuiber of Lenical ite'ns of' ttrree dialects are

used.

o
The.result of this analysis shows that the najority of people

i-n Saraburi speak Central Thai diaLect, which is wiilespread, along ttre

bounil,ary of. ttre province e6cegt Norttrwestern basin and some Western

basin. The speakers of Central- Thai cliaLect are approxirnately 2121315

or 53.20 percent. ,.In ttre Central basin of ttre province, Northern Thai

ctialect is of ttre widest usage. The nunlcer 'of speakers is approxi-

mately 42r25O or 10.58 percent. In t{re t}rree regions, namel-y Norttr-

western basin, Western basin, and Cerrtral basi:r, which are bound to

Souttr and Eastern pJ-ateau, Northeasten Thai dialect is donlnant.' -

The speakers of ttris dialect are Ll5r329 ot 28.89 percent. Furtber-

more, there are some rrjxture of ttrese ttrree dialects, ttrat ls, central

lltrai clialect and Northeastern Thai dialect appear in transition areas

where ttrese diaLects J-exicalJ.y influence each ottrer. It is also

trninted out ttrat the area whare the occurrences of loca1 dialects are

low has .lingui-stic influence from nearby area. The l-ow rate of the

usage of these dj.aLects is also due to the grorvth of inilustrlz and

better comgnication, rvtrich brought about ttre standard Thaj- dialect

to these areas.
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