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ABSTRACT

The obJectives of Lhe study wene to compere t,he

ett,ack nat e of leprosy amongl fiousehold contecLs of
lepnomatous and non-lepnomatous csaes of lepnosy end t,o

ident,if'y f act ons nelatlngf. Uo t he occunence of lepnosy

Bmongl household cont,acts. The associat,ingi veriebles to
be select,ed fon t he st udy inc luded Bge et, t,he f inst
detec! r on and pegli st,net i on1 Lype of index cege of
leprosyr P€leLionehip of pat,ient,l size ot' fani ly end

dunet, I on of cont,ect.
The st udy popu I et, i on wes 6B index caseB of

lepnosy end Chein 358 household contect,s only 1O5 of
which wene developed leprosy. 'fhe data were col Iect,ed

fnom pat,ient 's neconds1 int enviewing the secondery

casEF by adnrinlst,ened quest ionnaines t,oget,her wit,h

eddit lonel nhvstqel exeminat ion of household cont,ecLs

of lndex ce6es. Det,e col lect,ion wss conducted fon four
nronths from October 1986 t,o Jenuery 1987. The fnequencyp

meen r stendErd dev i at, i on I specific eLteck net,el

pnoport, i on end neL I o ot' I epnoey emong each agi'e-girouP r



)
type, of lndex caBel 59x ot' bousghOld cont,ectE and

ElZe of fernl ly wene eppl ted for stet,iEtlcel enelyslE.

The nesulte ot' thB st$dy ane as follower-
1. Thene wene no s{,at,istlcelly elginlflcent

differencee between t,he.at,Leck rEte ot' t,he chtldnen
(agte leEs then 15 yeans) end the ett,ack rate of Edults
( ege rDone lhen 15 yqanE ) . ( P=0 ,4449.',

2. There wene no st et t st,lcel ly ' slglntf lcantr

dlffenencee bEtween the atteck r.at,e of mele end the

at teck ret,e crf f eme le househo ld cont ect,s. ( P=O. 3936 )

3. ThEne wene st,etist ical lY'' Biglntf lcEnt

dlffenences bet,ween Lhe et,teck rBte of bhe household

contect,s of Non-lepnornat,oug cases and the atteck nete

Of the hOuEahold cont,scts of Lepnomet,ou6 Case6' '(P=0'O885)

4, Thene wene no sbet,ist'ical lY siginif icant

diffenencee between t,he ett,ack nste of lepnosy . emongi

household cont acts fnOn f'ani ly of si'ze 'less Lhan or

egu6l to 5 membens and one fnom feni ly of slze more

t hen 5 nernbens. ( P=O. 3594 )

5. wit,h reglErd to t.he neleLionship t,o t,he lndex

ceBea of leFnosy .in the faurilyr 60 peneent Ytere aOnB on

dauglht,erE.

The reEult,e of this st,udyr part,iculenly on Lhe
:

rlsk feCtOns nelatingi t,o t,he occuFence of leprosy emongi

the household cont act s of lepnosy ceBes could be useful

not, only f'on' funt her EppI icet'ion t'o educet'e ihe

pBt,lentEl end thetn household contacts but, elso fon the

Lnelnlng of publ tc heelLh wopkens lnvolved in the
TheIn bet t eninle$reted lepnoey sonUnol senvlces'

knowled$e Snd undenst,andllrgr theneforer cOuld nesult, In

ear.ly detectllon end tneet,nenL of nen cgges, of lepnosy

90 Lhet lt would be t'he $neat' impect t,o the neduculon

of infect,loue eBses who Bne t'he nsl'n sources of

t rensnl ss I on of lepnoey ir:r t,he conrnunity '




