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ABSTRACT

At present, Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome is one of the
important problems especially in pregnant women group. Women of
reproductive age avoid HIV infection by refrain from risk behavior
only if they have knowledge about modes of AIDS transmission, AIDS
prevention and sgfe sex practices. The purpose of this study was
to investigate the aséociation between knowledge, Attitude about
AIDS and practices of AIDS prevention and to examine the predictive
ability of various factors on the practices of AIDS prevention among
pregnant women who came to antenatal care clinic at Thammasart Hospital.
The sample were 350 pregnant women who came to antenatal care clinic for.
the first time at Thammasart Hospital Patumthanee province during
November 1, 1992 - January»31, 1993. The data was collected by using
structured questionaire and was analyzed by percentage, mean, standard

deviation, chi-square and stepwise_multiple regression.

The results were as follows:

1. . Knowledge attitude and AIDS prevention practices among



pregnant women.

Forty percent of pregnant women had high score on knowledge
about AIDS, while 39.4% had fair scores and 20.6% had low scores.

Forty point six percent of pregnant women had high scores
on good attitude towards AIDS, while 33.1% had fair scores and 26.3%
had low scores.

Forty one point one percent of pregnant women had right
AIDS prevention practices, but 58.9% had wrong practices.

2. There was statistical significance between the knowledges
and AIDS prevention practices of the pregnant women at the level of .001.

There was statistical significance between the attitude

and AIDS prevention practices of the pregnant women at the level .001.
3. Factors associated with AIDS prevention practices.

Factors which had statistically significant association
with AIDS prevention practices were educational level, occupation,
family income and experience of contact sexually transmitte& diseases
at the level of -.001, .05, .05, .05 respectively.

4. Prediction of AIDS prevention practices.

By multiple regression technique, 12% of variability of
AIDS prevention practices, can be explained by an equation contained
the following factors : level of education, experience of contact
sexually transmitted diseases and- level of knowledge on AIDS. The
multiple correlation coefficient (R) was 0.34 (P-value < 0.001)

Result of this study showed that knowledge, attitude and
AIDS prevention practices among pregnant women at Thammasart Hospital
were unsatisfactory. Promotion of AIDS prevention practices among
pregnant women could be done by provide information at antenatal care
clinic including education program on AIDS in order to promote
appropriate knowledge and attitude. These information will heip

protect these women and their families form AIDS.





