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ABSTRACT

Hepatitis C virus is one of the major causes of hepatitis.
There is no special prevention and effective drugs for its
treatment and more than 50% of cases develop chronic hepatitis.
It was found that the proportion of posttransfusion hepatitis C
vas reduced, but increased in intravenous drug abusers (IVDAs).
This study is attempted to determine the prevalence rate of HCV
infection in IVDAs and some factors influencing the HCV infection
in IVDAs and blood donors. The 150 IVDAs at Phranungkhlao and
Rajavithi Hospital who were in methadone program during June to
Ocﬁober 1992 wvere interviewed some risk factors and their blood
specimens were collected for testing anti-HCV antibody by Abbott
HCV EIA second generation. After the laboratory result, the IVDAs
were devided into two groups, the first consisted of 143 anti-HCV

positive and the second consisted of 7 anti-HCV‘negative. The
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studied variables of these two groups were analysed for searching
some risk factors of HCV infection. After that, four IVDAs
of anﬂi-HCV positive and negative were randomly selected for the
Qualitative study. To study some factors influencing the HCV
infection in blood donors by Qualitative study, six individuals
of anti-HCV positive and negative blood donoré were randomly
selected for In-depth interview.

The results showed that the prevalence rate of HCV
infection in IVDAs was 95.33% (143 of 150 IVDAs). Most of them
(52.67%) were 25-34 years old and the highest prevalence rate
(97.56%) was in the age group 35-44 years old. When compared the
studied variables of 143 anti-HCV positive and 7 anti-HCV
negative IVDAs, there was no significance between all studied
factors and HCV infection by using Fisher’s Exact test (P> 0.05).
However, the Qulitative study found that the factors influencing
with HCV infection in 1IVDAs were high income, tattoo or ear
piercing, long duration of imprisonment, extramarital relations
without using condom, sharing contaminated needle and syringe,
duration and frequency of intravenous drug use. In blood donors,
it was found that the factors influencing with HCV infection were
low income, used to imprison, sharing contaminated needle and
syringe and extramarital relations without using condom. The high
prevalence rate of HCV infection in IVDAs indicates that it is

urgent to prevent and control such disease among this group.



