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ABSTRACT
This experimenteal study was intended to

investigate the sffectiveness of he semantic meppiny
technique on the reading achievemsnt of first-year

nursing students at Mahidol University.,

The subjects of +this study were 60 first-year
nursing students a8t +the faculby of science, Mahidel
University. All of +them were feomale. The research
design invelved +4two Eroupst +the control group sand the
experimentsel Eroup. Each group consisted of 30 students.
The conbrol group was taught by the conventionsl technique
while the expariﬁantal group was taught with =&
semantic mepping techniqus., The experiment was held over
during the first semester of the acedemic year 1882-1833

within +the period of 9 wesks totalling 18 hours in one
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semester, The instrumsnts employsd wers & pre/post
test sand 8 guestiocnnaire.

The findings of this study cen be summarized as

followst

i1+ There was a8 significant difference between the
mean scores obtesined from +the posttest and
those obtaeined from +the pretest (p<.001)
for students in the conbtrol group.

2y An equally significant difference was found
hetween +the mean scores of the posttest
and pretest (p<,001) for students in the
gxperimental Eroup.

3. There wes & significant difference between the
mean scores  af tLhe experimental and the
control dgroups (pX.01).

4, High reading-ability sbudents in the
gxperimentsl group scored higher than
those in the control groups but the differance
between the mean scores of those Lwo groups
was not significant {(p>.053., Whereas low
reading-sbility students in the experimental
group, btheir mean scores were significaently
different from those in the control group st
a »001 1lsvel.

5. It was revealsd from the guestionnaire thet
students in the experimental group reported a
favorable sttitude toward the sementic mapping
technique. And students svaluasted themselves
thaet they comprehend the reading passages at

the moderate level.





