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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine, within Orem’s
nursing theory, the relationships among selected basic conditioning
factors of sex, age, level of patient’s education, grade point
average, family income, self-concept and self-care agency in
Thalassemié children. The purposive sample consisted of 100
Thalassemnic patients receiving medical therapy at Hematology Clinics,
outpatient department of Ramathibodi- and Children Hospital. Self-care
agency was measured by Denyes Self-Care Agency Instrument developed by
Denyes (1980) and self-concept was measured by The Piers-Harris

Children’s Self-Concept Scale developed by Piers and Harris (1964).

Results of the study indicated that self-care agency was
positively correlated with age (r=.35, p<.001), level of patient’s
educat.ion (r=.44, p<.001), family income (r=.24, p<.0O1) and
self-concept (r=.51, p<.001). Additional self-concept was positively
correlated with grade point average (r=.30, p<.001) and family income
(r=,21, p<.0B). When selected basic conditioning factors and

self-concept, were entered iInto the regression model to predict



self-care agency, all variables accounted for 44% -of variance in the
self-care agency which was statistical significance. However, there
were 4 variables, age, level of patient’s educatién, grade point
average and self-concept were significant predictors and self-concept

was the best predictor of self-care agency.

The findings seemed to support the validity of Orem’s nursing
theory of basic conditioning factors related to self-care agency. The
limitations of this study, implications for clinical practice, nursing

educat.ion and suggestions for further study were recommended.





