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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this descriptive study were (1) to describe
inf ormat.ion éeeking, health locus of control and personal control, and
" to examine the relationships among these variables, (2) to compare the
difference between desire for control and perceived control and, (3) to
explore the difficulties and hope, in cancer patients receiving

radiation t.heraby.

A purposive sample of 60 adult cancer patients was obtainted
from a radiation therapy outpatient clinic ‘in Prince of Songkhla
University Hospital.  Health locus of control was measured by
Multidimensional Health Locus of Control-Cancer scale developed by .
Wallston,et al.(1978) and modified by Mood (1985).Personal control was
assessed by Health éare,What. you want and What you get,developed by Mood
(1985) . Ihf orﬁation Preference Questionair.developed by Hopkins (1986)
were used to assess patiént’s information seeking. Qual‘it.at.ive data

was assessed t.hroﬁgh in-depth interview using open ended questionnaire.



Results of the study indicated that patients scored highest on
Powerful otherg,-lowést on Chance and in between on the Internality
Health Locus of Control. Significant positive correlation were found
between Internal Health Locus of Control and information seeking as well
as desire for control. Whereas significant negative correlations were
found betieen Chance Health Locus of Control and information seeking as
well as desire for control. Powerful Others Health Locus of Control was
negat.ively correlatéd with the desire for control, but no significant
relationship was found with information seeking. Demographic variablés
which affected Health Locus of Control were age, mariatal status,
religious, income, duration of edhcation and stage of cancer. Subjects
reported mean scores on desire for control signifiéantly higher than
perceived control. The degree of the difference between desire for con~-

trol ahd perceived control was positively related to information seeking.

Qualitative data revealed that most of the patients encountered
various problems such as economic cost, living arrangements during
radiationAtreatment,change in activities of dailynliving,lack of social
support. and unable to communicate with others. side effects of
radiation therapy also interfered with eating, elimination, and ability
~ of work. The patient’s hope depened upon health state, relevant
experience with other cancer patients, and the information they had
received regarding the chance of curable from their physicians. Many
‘patients reported that they maintained their hope by seeking
information and social support., sharing their concerns with others and

compliance with physician’s order.

These findings seemed to support Orem’s conceptualization of
factois related to information seeking to perform self-care.
Limitation of the study, application of the findings in practice,

educat.ion, and further research are recommended.





