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Abstract

At present,Thailand has identified intravenous
drug abusers as the high risk group for the spread of
Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) infection to general
population by sharing needles and syringes, and other
ill-health practice, Health Belief Model (HBM) and
Social Support (5S) are important factors which may
affect Health Behavior related to AIDS prevention (HBA)
of intravenous drug abusers. The purposes ¢f this
research were to investigate the relationship between
health belief social support and health behavior related
to AIDS prevention, and evaluate the differences of
health behavior related to AIDS prevention in
intravenous heroin dependents with different sex, age,
marital status, education 1level, cccupation, econecmic,
status and duration of drug dependence. The subjects

were 100 intravenous heroin dependents during detoxifi-



cation treatment in the Out patient narcotics Clinics,
at Vajira and Taksin Hospitals. The structured-
interviews were used to collect demographic data, health
behavior related to AIDS prevention and social support,
while health belief was collected by gquestionnaire.
Data were analysed by uéing t-test, one way analysis of
variances, Pearson product moment correlation correla-
tion coefficient, multiple correlation coefficient and
the stepwise multiple regression analysis.

The results revealed that

1. Social netwerk structure of drug dependents
was found that size of their groups had few members (3
perrsons), especially most of them were kinship network
(63.04 percent) then face-to-face contact was found in
high rate (90.995 percent). Mean of contact duration
was nineteen years and their frequency was twenty per
month.

2. The drug dependents with different sex,
age, maritsl status, education level, economic status
and duration of drug dspendence were ‘not different in
health behavior related to AIDS prevention. (p > 0.05)

3. There were positive significant correla-
tions both health belief and social support with health
behavior related to AIDS prevention at the 0.001 level.

4. The result of stepwise multiple regression
analysis showed that 55.12 percent of the variance of
health behavior in drug dependents were counted for by
Health Belief (HBM) and Social Sapport (SS5>. The
regression equation respectively in raw score (Y) was as

follow.



Y = 12.14208 + .3%08C (HBM) + .10111 (38)

The results of this study should be used as a

quideline for analysis, evaluation and planning
provided means Ffor further -education programe about
prevention AIDS in drug dependsnts during detoxification
treatment in order to decrease infection and prevalence
problems of AIDS virus. Furthermore, the study provides
means for further research related to the follow up
health behavior of the same groups and other high risk

groups, i.e., prostitutes and gay Eroups.





