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Abstract

The sudden loss of leg especially from an accident
is a great crisis of life. It is hard for the amputees to
adapt themselves to think and to act as normal.They have to
struggle tc manage themselves in earning their own living,
and their routine activities due to limitation in mobility.
There are some rehabilitation services for the amputee,
some give free services and free prosthetic legs, but others
do not. Some foundations have stepped in to help the amputee
but mostly they are not really help them to help themselves"
service. The purposes of this study were to find out some
self-care deficits of the amputee and to study the
relationship between basic conditioning factors and their
self-care deficits.



The factors selected to study were age, education
level, marrital status, income, percieved health level and
length of being the amputee. The sample was composed of
100 male amputees who came to follow-up at the prosthetic
centers at Siriraj, Lerd Sin and Phra MongkutKao Hospitals.

The questionnaire used to collect data, and Orem’s
self-care model was a guide to develop self-care deficit
items. Data were analysed by SPSS and presented in
percentage,arithmatic means,standard deviations and pearson
product moment correlation coefficient. The results were as

follows:

1. Self-care deficit was little. In order of mean
scores, the first was health deviation self-care was the
first deficit. The developmental self-care deficit was the
lesser and the least deficit was the universal self-care.

2. The relationship between basic conditioning
factors and self-care deficit were as follows:-

2.1 There was negative significant correlation
between age and self-care deficit at the .01 level
(r = -.36089)

2.2 There was positive significant correlation
between education level and self-care deficit at the .05
level (r = .3020)

Z2.3 There was no statistically significant
correlation between marrital status and self-care deficit.

2.4 There was negative sgignificant correlation
between income and self-care deficit at the .05 level
(r = -.2759)

2.5 There was negative significent correlation
between percieved health and self-care deficit at the .05
level (r = -.2BG5)



2.8 There was negative significant correlstion
between length of being the anmputee and self-care deficit
at the .01 level (r = -.4549)

The ressarcher recommends that a health teanm
including doctors, nurses, social workers, physical
therapists, and occupational therapists should attend a
short refresher course of rehabilitation for the amputee,
to strengthen the current concepts and attitudes concerning
the amputee. The executive personel should develop a
rehabilitation system to render services right after leg
amputation and continually follow-up. They should implement
an effective referral system for the amputee and grant a
research fund related to the self-care deficit study of

other cripples.



