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Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive research was two
fold, firstly, to determine the needs of relatives of
critically ill patients, and secondly, to determine whom
the relatives perceived as being the most likely person to
neet their needs. The study was conducted in the medical
and surgical intensive care unit of Phrae hospital during
the period of April to June 1989. The sixty purposive
samples consisted of parents, spouses, and children of the
critically ill patients. The Critical Care Family Needs
Inventory developed by Molter (1979) was ugsed to assess
needs of relatives in 6 categories pertain to : decrease
anxiety, obtain information, being with the patient, being
helpful to the patient and, being support and ventilate
as well as personal needs. Content validity was
established by submitting the questionnaire to three

clinical nursing expertists.

As to reliability, cronbach alpha coefficient of
the questionnaire for this study was .80 . The data was

analyzed through computer using the SPSSX.

Results of the study indicated that parents,

spouses and children of the critically ill patients
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reported no significant differences for all six categories
of needs. The most important needs expressed by the
relatives were : to decrease anxiety, to be helpful to the
patients, and to receive information, respectively. The
least important needs were : The need for support and

ventilation, as well as personal needs.

The majority of the relatives’ important needs
were met by both nurses and physicians in the critical
care unit, however, nurses seemed to be the important

persons to meet all general needs of the relatives.





