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BENEFITS OF RAMATHIBODI METHOD FOR HEARING AID EVALUATION

IN SENSORINEURAL HEARING LOSS PATIENTS
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Abstract

It is well accepted in clinical evaluation of hearing
aid that, no such single technique is approved to be the most
reliable one. The Ramathibodi technique of hearing aid
evaluation is a kind of battefy test ing advised by Maroonroge
and staffs since 1985 with the use of 4 tests including
formular calculation, the tests of discrimination score, the
soundfield test and the individual selective of hearing aid
by the client. This seems to be the most effective battery
test method well used at Ramsthibodi Speech & Hearing Center.
This research is conducted by the evaluation of hearing aid

via soundfield technique using the narrow band stimulation.



Of the 163 hearing loss clients (M = 99, F = 64) age ranged
16 - 91 years (Average 53.76 S.D. 21.85). All ciients are
divided into 3 €roup according to degree of loss (Group A =
41 - 55 dB, B = 56 - 70 dB, C = 71 - 90 dB Loss). Each of
the three ¢groups is subdevided into two subgroups due to the
configuration of the audiogram (As, Bs, Cs for slope audiogram
and Af, Bf, Cf for flat audiogram). Statistical analysis
regarding thresholds in soundfield testing are concluded.
(1) There is a significant difference in averasge thresholds
of all €roups comparatively between unaided and aided hearing
at the frequency ran¥e 0.25 - 6Kz. (2) There is no
significant difference between the average thresholds of
patients with flat audiogram and patients with slope
audiogram in both unaided and aided hearing tests. (3) There
is a significant difference in average thresholds of all
groups (A, B, C) comparatively between unaided and aided
hearing tést using narrow band stimulation which shows +that
hearing aids help to improvevthe clients'hearing. Furthermore,
it is found that the average threshold of aided hearing is
better +than the average speech spectrum in almost every
frequency , for all groups.

Thus, narrow band evaluation of hearing aid is a
usetul battery test for hearing aid-evaluation recommended
in clinical work. With other battery tests, it seems to be

worthwhile for selecting of aid in the clinics.





