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ABSTRACT

This study ained at investiglating the status of
and practiee in pronunciation teaching in. t{.1-3 English
proElrans of governnent schools. The subjects of the

study were 317 heads of the Eng I ish,/Fore ign Languages

Division of governaent schools througlhout the country.
The instrument euployed was a uailed questionnaire nhich

was assuned to have eontent validity after being

criticized by authorities and revised aicording to their
co&Dents and suggestions coupled with the inplications
of the pilot study. The reliabitity of the study ras
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confirned by

Spearnan Rank

The

sunuarized as

treans of the t-test,
Order Correlation.

findings of

follows:

v

Chi-square and

the present study be

1. Pronunciation rras taught in the l{. 1-3

EngJ.ish prograas in 96.?02 of the sehools in this study.

2. Most sehools taught pronuneiation piinarily
because the students had probleus in pronunciation or in
listening due to pronunciation neaknesses. l{oreover,

the teachers considered pronuneiation important and

benefieial to the students in their future. The

teachers therefore taught pronunciation rhenever

situations denanded it. Ot.herwise, they taught it in
every English class or whenever the EnElish textbooks

deaLt with pronunciation. On the average, pronunciation

teaehing took 11-302 the English elass tine and 21-402

of the laboratory hour.

3. The teachers taught both segbentals

( individual sounds) and suprasegmentals (sequences of
sounds, stress and intonation, and voice quality
setting). Horever, they seemed to put more emphasis on

the supraseErentals .

4. The teachers enployed different eriteria in
selecting pronunciation content for teaching. The
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greatest number of subjects based their selection on the

differenees between English and Thai and the students'
previous nistakes.

5. Host schools in this study taught
pronunciation by neans of reading aloud either by the

teacher or by the students, individually or altogether.
In addition, they gave pronunciation nodels by havinEl

the students listen to the tape in class. They also
related pronunciation to spelling and gave praetice by

training the students to pereeive sounds before asking
then to produce the sounds. The sequence of
pronuneiation lessons, in nost schools in this study,
followed the sequence of the English textbooks in use.

l{ith regard to correcting pronunciation errors, nost
teachers preferred traditional technigues rather than

communicative ones. This eorresponded to the self_
ranked iuportance of the teachers which nas found to be

high.

6. Alnost g?Z of the subject schools tested
pronunciation and divided LL-ZOlt,, on the average, of .the
English score to pronunciation. Over 502 of then tested
it by having the students read aloud to or converse with
the teacher

o

7. Nine sehools

incorporate pronune iat ion

this itudy did not

their H. 1-3 Engl ish

1n

1n
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prograns mostly due to the lack of

necessary for pronunciation teaching.

v11

audio equipnent

present study concerning

loner secondary leve 1

the

the

The inplications of

English pronunciation at

included the following :

songs. This

density of

equipnent due

1. Pronunciation seened to have a stable status

in English teaching at this particular 1evel r in

Thailand, considering the nunber of schools nhich taught

it, the teachers' reasons for teaching it, tiue devoted

to pronunciation teaching and Practice, and the extent

to rhich it was included in the testing proeedures of

English courses.

2. The content of pronuneiation Iessons seened

to tefleet the teachers' understanding on Potential

difficulties of Thai students due to the interference of

the Thai language. However, the considerations on the

functional load of the sounds seened to aecount for the

seleetion of nhat to teach, as welI.

3. The teachers seened to prefer traditional

nethods of teaching such as rininal pairs and drills

rather than nore connunication ones like Clanes and
? j".

may partly be derived fron the excessive

tbe currieulua, the lack of audio-visual

to budElet constraint, the teachers' lack

of expertise in teachinEl pronunciation by ueans of the
a Copyright by Mahidol University
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connunicative approach, and the

class roor environment and size.

v1r1

inappropr iateness of

4. EnEIish textbooks seened to be a factor

governing the content of Pronunciation lessons and

approach to teachingl pronunciation.
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