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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to investigate and
compare patient's and nurses' berception of the patients!'
learning needs as well as to explore their relationships of
rating the importancé of the learning needs of breast cancer
patients recieving chemotherapy and radiotherapy. The study
was conducted in the Department of inpatient and outpatient,
Ramathibodi hospital, Siriraj hospital, hajavithee hospital
and the National Cancer Institute during July - September 1983,
Subjects were selected by using the purposive sampling technique
were 30 patients recieving chemotherapy, and 30 patients
recieving radiotherapy, 24 and 27 nurses providing education

to the chemotherapy and radiotherapy patients respectively.



All subjects were requested to fill in the five rating scale
qQuestionares which composed of 2 parts the first one was
demographic data and the second one was general and specific

information dealing with the patients' learning needs,

The results of the study were as the followings

1. Concerning the general learning needs, it was stated
that the chemotherapy patients were anxious to know about the
symptoms of recurring illness and the radiotherapy patients
needed to know about the dietary supplement. But the nurses in
both groups felt that these patients mostly wanted to know about
disease when comparing the perception of the general learning
needs between the patients and the nurses, it was found that
the patients' one was significantly higher than the nurses’

one (P < ,05, 01, and .001).

2.‘ Relating to the Specific learning needs, the
chemotherapy patients would like to know how to minimize side
effect while the radiotherapy patients were interested in skin
care technique. However, the nurses in both group felt that
the chemotherapy and radiotherapy patients needed to know the
length of time and purposes of the treatment for chemotherapy
and radiotherapy most respectively. When comparing the
berception of the spécific learning needs between the patients
and the nurses, it was found that the patients' one was

significantly higher than the nurses' one (P < .01 and .001),



5. The ranking the importance of the learning needs,
there was no relationships of both general and specific learning

need perception between the patients and the nurses (P > ,05)

The result of the study reflected that the nurses
couldn't assess the real learning needs of the patients, So
the nurse should improve the method of assessment in order to

provide efficient nursing care,





