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ABSTRACT

The study was carried out in 8 patients being treated for
malignant diseases by chemotherapeutic agents in order to evaluate
the efficacy of special oral care designed ‘in comparison with
ordinary onee The patients entered the study were admitted to the
hematologic unit, Department of Pediatrics, Siriraj Hospitale The
age ranges from 4 to 15 years. A1l had no obvious oral complica-
tion at the initial period of the studye The patients were
randomly assigned to commence with either ordinary or special care
and vice versa during the 10 days regimene. The special care was
instructed by the investigator with self-performance. Special
attentions were paid at 5 par?icular sites : lips, gum, teeth,
buccal mucosa including palate, and the tongue, for abnormalities.
For complete study, body temperature, water intake and daily
urinary specific gravity and weekly platelets count were recorded,
Based on the two~way'analysis of variance, data analysis was carried

out thereafters



Considering daily changes in the site observed, with
special oral care, better results were achieved at the lips
(P‘S 0,05) on the first, third and eight day, teeth (P {; 0,01)
on the forth to tenth day and there were significant differences
between these two groups at gum on the second, third, fifth,
sixth, eight and ninth day respectively (PX0.05) while buceal
mucosa including palate and tongue no significant difference was

observed.

The most frequent changes found are those of gingivitis
and petichial hemorrhage at the oral mucosa which occured from the
twelth day onwards following commencing of chemotherapy and the

maximum effect was observed in the twelth daye





