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(The effect of sponging, bathing, wet-cloth wrapping

and oral antipyretic therapy on body temperature change in febrile children)
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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to demonstrate the response
of body temperature after sponging, bathing, wet-cloth wrapping,
and oral antipyretic therapy and to compare the effective of each
method. Fifty - two children aged between one year and five years
presenting to the pediatric out ﬁatient cliniF of Ramathibodi
hospital with respiratory tract infection which a fever greater
than 38.5‘ ¢ rectally were studied. The children were randomly
distributed into four groups namely group I sponging, group II tub
bathing, group III wet-cloth wrapping and group IV oral antipyretic

therapy. Body temperature was evaluated at the end of each

procedure or 20, 5, 20 and 30 minutes repectively and then every



15 minutes within an hour. The result showed that sponging, tub
bathing and wet-cloth wrapping have a similar effect on body
temperature change. A%t the end of each performance the body
temperature decreased by averagy 0.33‘0, O.22fc and 0.32'c
respectively, the highest reduction was demonstrated at 30 minutes
-after that time Oral antipyretic therapy was able to decrese the
bodyftemperature by average 0.12’0 at the end of the procedure

or 30 minuteé after administration and then there was reduced more
' rapidlly_.until 60 minutes after that time it was decreased by
average 0.85. Ce T§ compare the effectiveness at various times
for four therapeutic regimens. The result shéwed that at 45 minutes
after each procedure both sponging and oral antipyretic therapy
were statistic significant effective than wet - cloth wrapping at
a level ,05. At 60 minutes after each procedure oral antipyretic
therapy wasvstatistic significant effective +than wet-cloth

wrapping, tub bathing and sponging at a level .01, .0l and .05

respectively.





