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Abstract

The purpose of the study.in "Artioulatory Charecteristies of
Kindergarten Children aged three to four years, eleven months, in
Bangkok," 18 to investigate and desoribe the artioculatory development
of ohildren, the detall desoription of children's misarticulation
when they produced the consonant sounds tested in three various
vowel contexts /i, a, W/, Sinoe the artioulatory problems are the
most oommon found in ohildren aged three to four years, eleven
months. The detail of normal artioulatory development in this
study 1s easential and useful for Speeoh Cliniocians for appropriate

evaluation and management the ohild with speeoh defects.

The 400 ohildren were randomly seleoted from seven private
kindergarten schools in Bangkok metropolifé.n. Thé children were
devided into 4 age levels, each age level was 6 months. Each ohild
was tested in articulation by using the artioculation test whioh
constructed oonsis‘ting of pictures represented the 27 consonant
sounds, There wore 21 initial and 6 £inal oonsonants that oocurred
in three vowel oontexts : /i, a, u/. This data was presented by
using stetistical analysis in percentage of ocoxrrect production
and misartioulations, types of each errors, and the relationship
between age ,' gex and artioulatory productions of children that

oocurred in the three vowel contexts,

The results of this study indiocated that most of Thai

consonant sounds were acquired by 75 % of subjects at the age
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4 years, 6 months to 4 years, 11 months, Only four sounds /%,
/3/, /s/, /x/ were not aocquired, Ninety percents of subjects
substituted /1/ for /r/. The ocourrence of errors in the intial
positions wexre greé.ter than the final ones, The initial consonant
sounds most frequently misartioulated weve /x/, /s/, /pY/ end /i/,
The result of this study also indiocated that 75 % of subjects
correctly produced.all of the 6 final oconsonants at the age of

3 years to 3 years, 5 months,

The type of error most frequently observed was that of
sound substitutions., They wexe /p/ for /ph/, /v/ for /w/, /vh/
tor 12/, /1) or /af &nd fuf, [teb/ fox [al, [%el fox IR/, 00 7
for /j/ and /n/ for /y/ with high percentage. The /P / was the
nost favored sownd used to substitute $he other 18 initial sounds,
next was the /k/ whioh subsiituted the ofher 17 initial sounds,
Distortion was the type of error that oocurred in the following .
order, The sound most frequently distorted is the fricative /s/,
Both substitution and dlstortion ocourred in the initlal positions
more often than in the final omes. But the type of error whioch
ooccurred in the final positions more than in the initial ones was
omission, The type of error which did not ooccur in this study

wag addition,

The posult of this research also pointed to the oconclusion
that the artioulatory ability tended to be inoreased with increasing
age. And the vowel contexts changes woxre atatistioal significant
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Pactors in the artioulatory adility of ohildren. There wore
significant differences in articulatory ability of children between

boys and girls at the age of 3 years t0o 4 years, 11 months,
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