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ABSTRACT

Proximate determinante in fertilitsw have bceccomce
increasingly important and of much concern to policy makers,
program planners and managers in many changing societies of

the Asian region.

The objective of this study is to determine the
effect of the proximate variables to fertility in Sri Lanka
1975 and 1987, and to assess the trends in the préximate
determinants of fertiliﬁy by geographical sub - groups.
In this study, (applying Bongaarts’' model) the three
principal intermediate variables are considered inhibitors of
fertility, because fertility is lower than its maximum value
as a result of delayed marriage, the use of contraception and

postpartum infecundability induced by breastfeeding.
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In Sri Lanka a two intermediate fertility variables

are responsible for most of the variation in fertility levels
of populations. Those are namely - contraception and
proportions of marriége - are the most important determinants
of fertility. High prevalenée of sterilization and
traditional methods has a strong fertility inhibiting effect

in different geographical-regions in Sri Lanka.

Thié study is based on data from the Sri Lanka World
Fertility Survey (SLWFS) 1975, and Sri Lanka Demographic and

Health Survey (SLDHS) carried out in 1987.



