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ABSTRACT

Trends in foreign language teaching have continually changed.
These changes have brought about the adoption of new approaches,
methodologies and changes in textbooks applied in language teaching
institutions in Thailand. This study is intended to investigate

teachers' opinions on Technical English Book I and their basic

understanding of the communicative approach. The subjects to be
studied are teachers teaching technical English courses at the first
year vocational education certificate level in all state-run technical
colleges. The instrument used for data gathering is a questionnaire.
The method selected is test-retest and statistics applied are
percentage, mean, s;andard deviation, t-test and F-test. The findings

are as follows :



iii

1. The teachers judged the quality of the textbook in most
requlrements as average. Several aspects of the communicative approach
such as information gaps and language use, as well as appropriateness,

visuals and sound practice need to be improved.

2. Most teachers encountered problems in textbook application.
The problems are the limitation of time, low language proficiency of
students and sonme on'the textbook qualities such as nisspelling,
obsolete language, uninteresting language content, poor organization

and the mismatch of the textbook to the communicative approach.

3. Most teachers need help on teaching aids, improvement of
teaching techniques, distribution of sufficient teacher's manual and .

more time allocationm.

4. Teachers have a sound basic understanding of the
communicative approach and their understanding in most aspects between
or among classified groups are found not to be significantly

different.

Suggestions are given on the revision of the textbook to
compensate for some weak points, the provision of help needed, in-

service training courses and the allocation of more time.



