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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF KNOWLEDGE, HEALTH BELIEFS
AND FOOD HABITS BETQEEN CURATIVE AND REPEATED

OPISTHORCHIASIS PATIENTS
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Abstract

This research aimed to study knowledge, health beliefs and
food habits between curative and repeated opisthorchiasis patients,
classified by sex, age, educational level, economic status and

family structure comparativelv.

The sample size was 200 patients which have been treatéd
with 40 mg of praziquantel per body weight and periodically attended at’
apisthorchiasis clinic at least 3-6 months in both Sakolnakorn and
Khonkaen provinces. For 100 curative patients, 60 of them were
male and the rest 40, were female. Another group which also had
100 patients had 67 and 33 patients for male and female respectively,
The field survey was conducted very carefully, The collected data
were from questionnaire including interview and observation. The
questionnaire had been divided into 4 parts i.e. general characteristics,
knowledge, health beiiefs and food habits of the opisthorchiasis

patients,



Statistical techniques were implemented on the process of
data analysis by some selected appropriate statistics, they were
mean values, standard deviation and specifically t-test for four

hypotheses,

The results of the study show that there are no statisti=-
cally significant differences of knowledge and health beliefs be-
tween the two groups at..05 level but the significance of food ha-
bits differénces between them is appeared, When each group is
classified by sex, age, educational level, economic status and family
structure, the comparative study reveals that there are no statisti-
cally significant differences of knowledge and health beliefs. How-
ever, the difference of general health motivation is statistically
significant at .05 level between the two groups at difference age.
It should be noted here that, among over 40-years-old patients,
there are statistically significant at ,05 level differences of

general health motivation,

The salient feature of this comparative study are the
statistically significant differénce of food habits, classified by
sex, age, education level, economic status and family structure at

.05 level as hypothésized.



