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> Lo T ABSTRACT

This  study 'aims té’fihd’out'the rate of unwanted pregnancy

among last pregnanc1es of Thai women who were interv1ewed in the third

National Contraceptlve Prevalence Survey ﬁhlch was carrled ,out in

~

Lo



1984 . In addition to tﬁe rate of unwanted pregnancy Eand induced
abortion by regions, the characterlstlcs of women who had unwanted
pregnancies will be compared to women thh wanted last pregnancy
in terms of socioeconomic and demographic characterlstlcs as well as
practice of contracéption after‘prégnancy. Outcames,iof unwanted
pregnancies will also be compared to those of wanted éregnanqies.

The third National Contraceptive Prevalence Surgey included
data from 25 provinces in every region of Thailand gselected by
stratified multistage sampling. The. data was c51lected by
interviewing currently’marr1ed women of reproductlve age {15 - 49
years of age) with hlstory of pregnancy or at that ; time were
pregnant. Because thé outcome of pregnancy is gn important
objective of ‘this study, the latter group was excludea from this
study. ' “

In analysis of contraception, the populatioh'sahpie must intend
to regulate size or interval of births at the time of interview.

There were 5982 women of reproducfive age in this study of which
1565 women had their last pregnancies unwanted and 441% had wanted
last pregnancies . The study reveals that:

1. The rate of unwanted pregnancy was 26.2. % }among last
pregnancies of women who were interviewed . The high?st rate of
30.5 % ‘was found in the North-easthern region of Théilhnd.

2. The rate of induced abortion was 1.5 % of pregnancies .
The rate was slightly higherra;ong unwaﬁted pregnanciesﬁthan wanted
pregnancies (1m8% compared to 1.2 %) . 3

3. Women with unwanted pregnancy were significagtly more in
the group of older ages {more than 35 years of age), but younger age
of marriage (less than 20 years), low educational level (less than
prathom 4), agricultural occupation, divorced 3or éseparated

marital status, higher number of living children (moﬂe than‘ 3 ),



larger ideal family size (more than 3 children) and religion of
Buddhism.

4. There was no significant differences ipethe} outcomes of

unwanted and wanted pregnancies in terms of rate. of spohtaneoue
sbortion, still-birth, neonatal deaths and infant deaths.

5. Women with unwanted last pregnancy practised significantly
less contraception than those with wanted‘pregnaﬁcf. This findings
was slightly modified by variables of age , education, occupation,~

residency,~ religion and desire of more children . It is also found

that women with unwanted pregnancy will practise more icontraception
than those with wanted pregnancy only in the groﬁp of higher
educational level (higher than prathom 4) . ;
The results of this study will be useful for plann1ng strategies
to prevent ‘unwanted pregnancy. The need for more wcontraceptlve
services as well as fam11y and sex education is revealed in this
study. These serv1ces have to be regional specific as the rate and
factors cdntrolling the occurrence of unwanted p;egnancy are-
" different among different regions . As the r-esuli:s‘i of unwanted
pregnancy , 1nfants born to these mothers are expected to have more
problems both- phy51ca11y3nwm¢ally and 9001ally . The result of
this study reveals that these problems of unwanted pregnancy prevails
in the community and needs more energy and interest to study and
cope with the prgblems for a better quality of Thai populatlon in

the future.
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