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this study ains to find out the rate of unnanted, pregnancy
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1984 ' rn addition to tbe rate of unwanted PregDancy and

abortion by regions, the characteristics of women who had

the rate was

pregPancies

a

induced

unwanted

lr

preglancies will be conpared to ?EomeD with wanted last pregnancy

in tetms of socioecononic and danographic characteristics as well m

practice of contraception after pregDaDcy. Outcomes of unwanted

pregnancies will also be conpared to those of rsanted pregnancies.

the third Natiorial Contraceptive Prevalence Suryey iueluded

data fron 26 provinces in every region. of Thailand selected bV

stratified nultistage sanpling. The data was collected by

intervier*ing currently naryied women of reproductive age (15 - 49

years of age) with history of pregDancy or at that ti-ne rere

pregnant. Because the outcone of Pregnancy is an i-uportant

objective of 'this study, the latter group was excluded from this

study.

fn analysis of contraceptio,nr the population sanpLe rust intend

to regulate size or interval of birthg at the ti-ne of intervien'

There were 5982 sromen of reproductive age in this study of which

1565 vtonen had their last preguancies rmwanted and 441? hqd wanted

last pregnancids ' the study reveals that:

1'' The rate of. unwanted pregnancy was 26'2' % anoDg last

preg[ancies of women who were interviewed . the higlrest rate of
g9,5 % was found in the North-easthern region of Thailand'

2, The rate of induced abortion ctas 1..5 % of pregnancies .

sligbtly higher *oog unwanted preguancies than wanted

(1.& coupared to L,2 %)

.||

3. Womer with unwanted pregnancy were signific+htly nore in
the group of older ages (nore than 35 years of age)r lut ybunger age

of uarlage (less than ?0 years), lov educational level (less thaa

b prathon 41, agricul.tural occuliation, divorced or peparated

narital status, higber nrder of living children (nore thaa 3 ),



t

larger ideal fanily size (nore than 3 'hildrea) and

Buddhisn.

4. there ldas Do significant differences in the

unnanted aod wanted pregnancies in terns of rate' of spontaneous

abortion, still-birth, neonatal deat'bs and infant deaths'

5' Wouen with irnwaated last pregDaDcy practieed sigDificantly

less contraception than those with wanted Pregbancy' Xhis findings

was sli€Ftly nodified by variables of age , education, occupation,

residency, religion and desire of nore children . It lis also found

that wo'nen with uwarited pregnancy will practise nore contraception

than those witb wanted Preg[ascy only in the gfouP of higher

educationar, level (higber than prathon 4)

The resultg of this study will be useful for planning strategies

topreventrmwantedpregDancy.Theneedformoiqcontraceptive,
services ast well ag fanily and sex education is revealed in this

study. these services have to be regional specific as the rate end

factors cdntrolling the occurrence of unweDted pregDancy are

'differeat anong different rogioDs Ae tbe results of unwanted

preglancy , i:nfants born to these mothers are exllected to haye nofe

problesrs both. physieallyrrnentally and sociaLly .' The result of

this study reveals that these problems of unwanted pregnancy prevails

i-n the corutmity and needs more energy and interest to study and

t

. t-

religion of

outcones of

population in

I

cope with the er9lleus for a better quality of lhai
the future.

b
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