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ABSTNACT

The purposes pf this study were to investl.gate and to

conpare the degree of depresslon anong older persons of dlfferent

sex, age, and marital status ln Thalland.

The sanple subJects consLsted of 137 nales and fenaLes aged

over 60 ltvlng ln The Hone of The Age Banthanapagon,

Nakohnratchaslma Province.

The lnstrunent used ln thls study was the interview schedule

dlvided lnto two parts-backgnound lnfornatlon and stnuctuned

lntervLew reflned or adapted fron Beck Depresslon rnventory. The

degree of depresslon were dtvlded tnto 4 levels accordLng to the

range of scones as follows:-

0 - 15 non-depression

15.01 - 30 mlld degression

l
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30.01 - 45

45.01 over

noderate depressLon

gevere depression

The

The crtterion of conparislon was 15 narks.

The statlstic analyses used were percentage, t-test and F-test.

Resu1ts

The flndlngs of the study were as fol'Iows:-

1. 51.92 per cent of the males were ln the range of non-

depresslon, 4?.06 per cent of the fenales were ln the range of ntld

depression. Conslderlng tbe total subJects, 45.99 per cent Of the

respondents were ln the range of nild depression-

2. Ttre degree of depression of respondents

signlflcantly higher than the crlterla at -05 leveL-

3. There were not slgniflcant differences ln depresslon

anong the respondents both nale and fernale at -05 level.

There were statlstlcall.y slgnlflcant dlfferences at .05

level ln flve eynptons, nanely enotional, cognltlve, delutlonal'

physleal and volltlonal syuptons.

Moreover, when conelderlng each Ltem, there !'tere

slgnlflcant differences J.n depressLon at the .05 level fron 15 items

out of 21. There were; deJect mood, hopelessness' sense of fallure'

sense of punishnents, negative feelings toward self, self-blane'

l
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o sulcidat lnPulses, crYlng

distorted-lmage, retardabion'

1lbldo.

spell.s, lrrltabllltyr lndeclslveness

fattgabllity, welght loss and loss of

l

4. There were not slgnlflcant dlfferences ln depression

anong the respondents of dlfferent range of age at .05 level.

However, there were statlstically signlflcant dlfferences

at .05 level in one of the flve synptons. It was a physlcal synptons.

l{hen each lten was anallzed, there were statlstically

slgnlflcant dlfferences at .05 Level Ln two ltens out of 21. There

were deJect nood and retardatlon.

5. There were not slgnlflcant dlfferences ln depression

anong the respondents of dlfferent narital status at .05 leveL.

when conslderlng each symptoms, depression anong then

*""" not"tatlstlcally elgnlficant dlfferences at .05 level-

Furthernore, when each lten of depreoslon nas, anallzed'

I there wire slgnlficant dlfferences at .05 Level from one lten oui of

21. It.was ncrylng speelsn.
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