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ABSTRACT

This thesis is a study of the phonology of Traat at Ban Nong Nam
Chut, Tambon Tha Phrik, Amphoe Muang, Traat province with comparison to
Rayong and Chanthaburi dialects.

The word structures of Traat dialect can be summarized into 4
types: monosyllabic words, disyllabic words, trisyllabic words and
guadrisyllabic words. These words have strong stress, weak stress and
non stress. There are 2 types of syllable: smooth and checked syllables.
Phonemes are divided into 3 classes: consonants, vowels and tones. There
are 20 consonant phonemes, 18 single vowel phonemes, 3 diphthongs and 5
tonal phonemes.

In this study, the three dialects are found to be similar in the
sound systems. After studying the characteristics and the behaviors of
the tones in the dialects of Traat, Rayong and Chanthaburi, it is concluded‘
that they belong to the same group of language. Furthermore, they are all
voiced~high dialects which develop in the higher-falls—more rule according

to Strecker's theory.



