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Abstract

Thai patients with bone fractures are now treated either by orthopedic
surgeons or,in particularly rural areas, by monks. This study was designed to evaluate
the efficiency of local wisdom on the treatment of fractured bones, and to identify
factors influencing the decision to receive such treatment. Forty two patients were
included in the study. All were treated by PhracruVoravetvisan at Tambol Kohloy,
Amphoe Panthong, Chonburi Province, Thailand. The follow up period was 7 months.
Efficiency of treatment was assessed radiographically by three orthopedic suigeons
fro;n the Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital, and function of healed fractures was
evaluated by the Neutral Zero Starting Method.



The results showed that treatments were successful both morphologically
and functionally in 92.86 % (39 out of 42 patients) The patients who had unsatisfactory
morphology of the healed fractures 7.14 % did have acceptable function. 85.7 % of the
patients regared the treatment with a high degree of satisfaction while 11.91 %
regared it with a moderate degree of satisfaction.Of the factors influencing the
decision to receive such treatment, the confidence in traditional medicine and the
trust and faith in the monk were the most important factors affecting the patients’
decision to receive such treatment (90.48 %), followed by financial problems (42.86 %).
This is because treatment by monks costs about 1.75 baht and thus is considerably
cheaper than treatment in coventional hostipal.

In conclusion,the local wisdom with the fracture bone treatment is an
appropriate technology for developing rural public health in the Kohloy subdistrict,
Panthong district,Chonburi Province and surrounding areas.





