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ABSTRACT

The "Articulatory Characteristics of School
Children aged Three to Eight years in Phya-Thai area."
is a preliminary siudy. The purpose is to describe the
articulation abiliﬁy and misarticulation pattern of these
children. The topic comes to consideration since the
articulatory defect is one of the most common problem found
in three to eight years old children. The normal articulae
tion development in each age level has implications for
refining articulatory assessment, selecting and ordering

stimuli for production practice in articulation therapy.

There are 1032 children, selected randomly from
25 elementary schools in Phya=Thai area, who participated
in this research. They are given picture..articulation
test to evaluate the articulatory ability of 29 siﬁgle
consonant sounds both in initial and final positions. .
The data are statistically analyzed to show their articula-
tory development, the differences of the types of misar-
ticulation and the articﬁlation ability in relation to

age, sex, siblings and socioeconomic status.

The results of this study indicated that most
sounds are 90 % corrected by these children at the age of

four., The more difficult sounds /f/ and /t?h/ are mastered
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at five years old. But the sounds /s/ and /r/ are not 90 %
correctly at the age of eight. ' The more occurence of /s/
lisping and 100 % of /1/ substituted for /r/ in this study
can be explained that they are accepted as the variation

in the majority of normal Thai adults invdaily life, It
is- also. indicated that the»consdnants in initial position
"areﬂmisarticulated.more than in the finalbones. The /x/,
/sty 116", /£/ and /t"/ in the initial and Y-n/, /-?t/,
/=2p/, /<2¥/ in the finai positions are the sequences of

the most frequently misarticulated consonant sounds.,

Substitution is the type of misarticulation
occurred mosts The used of /1/ for /r/, /s/ for /tQP/,
/7t/ -and /tg/ for /s/ and /un/ for /—3] are most frequently
preferred. However, the most favor sound used to substitute
the others. is the sound /?/. The 20 standard sounds (16 in
the initial and 4 in the final position) are substituted
by. /2/« The later is the A'k/ which substituted. the other
13 soundss Distortion.is the type of misarticulation that
occurred in the following order. - The sound most frequently
distorted is the fricative /s/ and /f/ sounds. Both substitu-
tion and distortion are occurred in the initial position more
than in the final bosition. But the type of  error occurred
in the final position more than in the initial one is omission.
And the least type of error occurred among these children is

addition.



The results of this study also indicated that
the articulatory ability are increasing with age. There
are no statistical significant differences between the sex,
the sociopconomic status and ﬁhe articulation scores, But
there are some significant relationship between the mean
scores of articulation and sibling status when the child

reach the age of more than six.





