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PREFACE.

, Belng two of the worldrs great llving religions' Buddhlsm

and Chnistlanity have penneated to the corners of the world in such a

thonough lray that pnactically half of the huaan nace cl.aim to be the

follotrers of either neligion. Geogr:aphlcaLly speaklug, one can safely

asslsrc that Buddhlsn is widely pnevalilng ln Aeia (eXcept ln a few

cognt:ries whene Islam is the doroinant neliglon), while Chr'lstianlty

is solldly enhnerrchsd in the Er.ropean and Arnerlcan contlnent.

Slnce its arrivaL ln Aeia ln the 16th centur5r, Chnietlanity

has alrays been a m|nonity neligion, except in the PhiUpplnes where

the maJonity of people arre Roman Catholics. Wt"r, Asl.a was r,ndergoLng

its colonlal peniod unde:r tfestenr po!,rers, Ch:nlstlanity *as natrrally

placed in a posltion of pnivilege. EYen du:rlng the post indelnadenae

era, Christl.ans stilI played an important role ln mst Asian corlrt?l.es

beeause of their:'onnership of betten schools, bette:r. hospltals and

better contacts irlth Westertn organizations. 
-Even though theln nr.uiben

ls srnall, Ctrnistlans often slaln that their influence is conslderable

and they sometinee nefer themselrres ae the rcneative minor:Ltyr.

i This thesis is an atteilpt to lnvestlgate and to study any

intenactions that may have existed, or nny exl.st between this self-

pencelved tcieatl.ve minonLtyr and the rnajonity of the pcpulatlon,

as fan as doctnlnes and social contaets ape coneerned. Besldes, as

the setting is Ttrailand, not any othsr Asian couDtryr it is deemed
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necessary to trace the uoigue hlstorlcal background and cultrral lmpaet

of the tno rellgions upon the Thal natl'on as a whole'

Because of the fact that this atterupt to make a study of

interactloa is conpanable to a first endeanour to oqrlore uncha:rted

areas, gneat cautlon is nattEtally exeneiaed especlally ln deaLlng

wlth doctrnlnal lnte,rpretation. As a rule, only quotatione fiorn the

ocriptrrea and interpnetatlons of scholars wilr be olted as polnte of

dLseusslon. As fo:r particrrlan elements la the dialogUe betreen Buddhlgn

rr- al--'t rts

and chrlstlanity ln Thailand, attentlon wllI be paid to the slnelair

Thornpeon ltespnla] Lectrres, in whl'ch the scholars of both nell'glona

have expneesed thelr vlewe on rrarious aEPects of the doctrlne and social

pnactices.

Taklngfongnarrtedthatthevarioustopicediscussedby

the particlpants of the sinclalr Tho,rupson uenrcnial Leetures had been

prirnarily gelected to deal wlth sallent doctninal points of both nell-

glons, the neseachen has taken the llberty to focus hls analyale on

that par"tleular doeumentarryr matenlal oqly. In othen r*'ords, the aeope

of the Eectlon on doctnlnal lntenactl'on Ls not intended to go beyolrd

rhat wae dellvened durlng the l{errnlal LecttreE. By saylag thls' lt

does not nean that the reseaneher ls not aware of the exiEtence of

other nunerous wonks on the relatlonshlp of Buddhlsn and Chr"letlanlty'

such ae betrveen Zen Buddhisn and Cathollclem, but as thoeb booke a!'e

not dir:,ectly nelated to the neliglous lnteractlon ln Thalland, the

reseaneher prefers to put them aelde fon othen peogle to nake a llore

detalled studY.
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As can be seen from the conteats of each senies, each pan-
I

, 
tl,cipant of the Memonlal Lectr.rned has placed diffenent emphasis on

hls treatment of hts subJect. Instances where docfipinal diecuss1on

is dominant is notlceable in the flnst Senies by Dn.Ualcolrn Stewandn

the second senies by Dn.Kenneth E.lfells, the Third se:ries by Dn.tyrrn

de Sllva dnd the fifth Senles by Buddhadasa Bhikkhu. 0n the other hapd,

the Forr"th $enies by Dr.Bnuee Hongan, the sixth senles by Dn.puey

Lhrgpakona and the Nlnth series by sulak sLva:raksa app€ar to pay mo:r,e

attentlon to the socialo gultr.ral and ethleel aspects of neliglon.

The Seventh Senies by Porn Ratanasrlcan dlscussed the doctninal aopeets

and theln lqrplicatlon on mentaL health, wheneas the Elghth serles by

Dn. Dona1d Sweanen contains ovenlap$ing gonti.ons of both doctnlnal and

soci.o-culttral penspeetives of the two netiglons. Thls classlfleation

of the Menronial Lectunes will urore or less make it clean that the anea

of potentlal lntenaetLon is not llmited to the doctrinar level onLyi

it covene socio-cultural dimension as wel}.

The strtrcture of this thesls is divided into two rnain parts.

The flnst part, the Doculnentary pa*, wlll dear with the hlsto:.lca1

and doctrlnal backgnountl of each nellglon, followed by an anarysls of

all the nine Sinelain Thornpson Menonlal Lectunes, and eonclude wlth a

brlef descniption of social interactl.on lnitiated by the Thai Catholics.

The latten will discuss the nole and actl.vitieE of the Catholle Council

of Thalland for: Development (ccrD), and other movements ln which the

Thai Catholics play a congidenable pant, such as the CoondLnating Gnoup

fon Rellgion in Societ3r, (CGRS), and the Thai Inter-neligious Corrol.ssion

for Deneloprent (TICD)
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I The eecond par't of thls theela, the Pleld-rork Part' tflll

analyze research conducted in the Cathollc comuDity adJacent to St'

tbancls )lavien Church in Samsen area iD Bangkok. Ttre reeeanch wae

canrled out by disunibuting a set of questiorafure to the Cathollc nes-

pondents ln that anea, as we!.l as to the Buddhist poPulation who llved

oeatrby or were closely related to the Catholic echool ln the area whose

nare iE St. C'abriel School. The rnain PulsPose of the neeeanch i'as to

lnnestigate ttre respondentEi level of undenstanding towand theln onn

rellglo6 and also other net-igions; whethen undenstandlng othen nellgLonrs

doctrplnes may lead to a doctnLnal iotenactLon. Both :religl'oner res-

pondents were also aEked how they neganded each other soclally, or ln

other nonde, the soclal distance between the fio grouPs }'as mea8lEled'

Thts partLculan pnoblem is intereetlng to analyze because of the changir"'

attltudes towand no,n-chnletLans adopted by the catholies slnce the

Second Vatl.can Councll ln 1962.

It goea without saying that thls nesearch-etudy I's also

almed at lmpnovlng the existing Butlral rndenstandlng betreen Buddhlets

and Chnlstians ln Ttralland in the aense that each neligious-gtbuP

uoderstands that thene ane both eirnllanities and dlscnepanciea bet*een

the two nellgions, ild also that each nelglon teaches its adheretrt8

trto neallee the UltLmate .Good wlth its own methods'r. In the vLew of

the author, a peraoa who is able to attaln thlE leve1 of rrnderatanding

will be fneed f,rom the deslne to larnch a doctrlnal dlsputer or even

worse yet, to lrrlf to convert others to his own faith. Iastead, sueh

a person can be er(Pected to be a rnngtand fon lncrneasl,ng coopematlor

$etrreen the foltowens of both rellglone.
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