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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate an incidence
of speech problems in the school-children who are in Mitsampan
sch061 group in Nonthaburi Province. The author conducted the
survey in the level of Prathom four séhool-children, whose aqe
ranges were 8 years 6 months to 14 years 3 months. The total
number of the school-children was 870. Each subject was tested
by reading the passages coﬁstructed by the author. ThereAwere two
paésages. The first passage was composed of words ‘with 21.initiai
and 6 final consonant sounds and the other one was composed of

words with only 11 cluster consonant sounds.

This present study indicated that 117 school-children from
870 or 13.44% had speech problems. The speech problems were
classified into four types of disorder. They were articulatory
disorders, stuttering, voice disorder and cleft-lip and cleft-palate.
Seven boys (0.80%) and five girls (0.57%) exhibited functional
articulatory defect. The defective sounds were the final /-9/
substituted for the final /-n/, the final /-k/ substituted for the
final /-t/, the initial /k/ substituted for the initial /s/ and
some were distorted. More details about articulatory problems
were also discussed on the variation of the /r/ and the /1/ sounds
as well as their clusters. There were 859 from 870 or 90.85% of

the school-children who mispronouneed the cluster /r/ sounds,
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the cluster /1/ sound. Two boys (0.23%) and three girls (0.34%)
exhibited cleft-palate speech. Fifty-two boys (5.98%) and forty-six
girls (5.29%) exhibited voice disorder. Two boys (0.23%) exhibited
étuttering. It was found that more boys exhibited more speech
problems than girls except in case of cleft-palate. Voice problem

was .found most and stuttering was found least.





