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ABSTRACT

A study on Giant milkweed clone selection, the
objectives of this study are to investigate and survey
of Calotropis gigantea R.Br. or Giant Milkweed or Rux,
and to conduct the experiments for selecting the
superior clones of Rux using yield and growth rate as
indicators. Rux's stems and seeds have been collected
from all five physiographic regions of the country
namely mountainous and valley in the north, northeastern
highland, 1low 1land in central plain, mountaineous and
low land on east coast of Thailand, and southern
peninsula. Rux's seedlings are germinated by stem

cutting for the total of 120 samples.
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Rux's seedlings are preliminary selected for
each region according to their ecotypes. Then the
seedlings are grouped and be planted according to their
localities in various stations around the country. They
are ' located at Lampang Province, Khon FKaen Province,
Burirum Province, Nakorn Prathom Province, Cha Cheong
Sao Province and Chumporn Province used randomized
complete block design with 3 replications, and a study
to compare 2.cultural practices used Student's t-test
analysis. 1In each location, random of 6 from 8 trees in
each row are planned to be recorded as the experimental

data representatives.

Data are recorded after planting for 6 weeks,
and for every 2 weeks from December 1985 - December
1986. The recorded variables are height and width of
canopy, number of inflorescence per tree, number of pods
per tree, width and length of pod, fresh pod weight,

fiber weight per pod.

The study results revealed that suitable

clones can be selected from each region as follows :

In high input cultural practice, the best
clones that gave high yield in Lampang were N3, N13, N6,
N2 and N7, in Khon Kaen were NE29, NE38 and NE37, in
Burirum were NE4 and NE45, in Salaya was C10, in Khao
Hin Sorn were E1 and E6, and in Chumporn was S7. In low

input cultural practice, the best clones that gave high



yield in Lampang were N6 and N7, in Khon Kaen were NE37,
NE38 and NE10, in Burirum were NE45 and NE4, in Salaya
was C10, in Khao Hin Sorn were E1 and E2, and in

Chumporn was S7.

In all 6 experimental stations, high input
cultural practice gave better characteristics than low
input except in Khao Hin Sorn which high input was not

different from low input.



