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ABSTRACT

The botanical study of Giant milkweed (Calotropis gigantea R.Br.)

in Thailand is a preliminary study to investigate morphological character-
jstic varieties and distribution of Giant milkweed in Thailand. Giant
milkweed varieties are sampled in any locals in Thailand by criteria of
ecotype and phenotype. The samples were planted to study 102 accession.
It is found that morphology of Giant milkweed can be identified into 2
types.

(1) General morphological characteristics.

(2) Specific morphological characteristics of varieties which have

dominant characteristics as follow:

Variety 1: The corona colour is purple. Leaf has expended sharp

apex (acute). Stigma position on the corona scale is lower than corona peak
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obviously. Two appendages near the peak of both corona sclaes are very

small buttons. Corona size is very small.

vVariety 2: The corona colour is purple. Leaf apex has acute.
Stigma position is very low. It is screened by the peak of corona. Two
appendages near the peak of both corona scales have sharp apex which point

up to the upper flower. Corona size is small.

Variety 3: The corona colour is purple. Two appendages at the
apex of corona scale are buttons, but buttons apexs are not sharp. Corona
size is rather large.

Variety 4: The corona colour is purple. Two appendages at the
apex of corona scale are buttons. Their buttons apex are sharp, but they
do not point up to the upper corona scales. Corona size is rather large
but is not high.

Variety 5: The corcona colour is purple. Corona size and bud

shape are large and high.

Variety 6: The corona colour is white. Corona size is rather

large and fleshy, but it is not high.

Variety 7: The corona colour is white. Corona is large. Bud
shape is large and high.

Variety 1 and 2 can be found in Northern part of Thailand, whereas
variety 3 can be found in Southern part of Thailand only. Other varieties
distribute in a larger scale in many parts of Thailand. However every

variety can grow well in almost every physical environment condition.





