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ABSTRACT

This study aimed at identifying the factors influencing
breast-feeding duration among the ever-married women of
reproductive age in Sri Lanka and Thailand. Special effort is
paid to examine some socio-economic and demographic factors
which contribute to the variation in breast-feeding duration
of last child birth in both countries. Data were utilised, for
this study, from the Demographic and Health Survey of Sri
Lanka and Thailand both of which were conducted in 1987.
Total cases of 2,748 in Sri Lanka and 2,620 in Thailand
married women were considered to examine the breastfeeding

duration of last child in this study. The data were analysed
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by frequency distribution, cross tabulation procedures.

Breast-feeding practice was found to be universal but the
duration, however, varied amongst different socio-demographic
group. The mean duration of breast-feeding for the sample
population in Sri Lanka was 17.1 months and in Thailand was
16.7 months.

The result showed that younger mothers breast-fed less
than older mothers. Breast-feeding duration was found longer
among rural mothers than urban mothers in both countries.
Educated mothers breast-fed for shorter duration than
uneducated mothers. Mothers involved in agriculture occupation
breast-fed more than those involved in non-agriculture
occupation.

Findings of analysis, from both countries showed
that age of the respondent, place of residence, education
and occupation were significantly related with latest breast-

feeding duration.





