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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to investigate foreign
language teachers' knowledge of research methodology and
statistics and their perceived needs to support research in
Bangkok government secondary schools. The subjects in this study
were 188 foreign language teachers at the secondary level of
education in 104 government secondary schools in Bangkok. during
the 1988 academic Yyear. The instrument employed was a
questionnaire which was tested for content validity and
reliability. The Alpha reliability coefficient of the

questionnaire was 0.9832.
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The majecrity of foreign language teachers in the present
study held a bachelor's degree arnd had more than ten years of

language teaching experience. The findings were as follows:

1. Foreign language teachers' purposes of conducting
research were:
1.1 to be useful in teaching
1.2 to increase knowledge concerning research
1.3 to be promoted
1.4 to fulfill an academic position
1.5 to be acknowledged by colleagues

1.6 to increase income

.

2. There was a statistically significant difference
between levels of knowledge of research methodology of foreign
language teachers with different educational backgrounds at a
confidence 1level of <.00l1. Foreign 1language teachers with a
master's degree or higher rated themselves as having a higher
degree of research knowledge than those with a bachelor's degree

or lower.

3. There was a statistically significant difference in
the arithmetic means of foreign language teachers' ability to
'interpret’' and to ‘'apply' —certain statistical terms at a
confidence level of <.001. In general, they had low ability to
'interpret' and to ‘'apply' certain statistical concepts. On
average, for all statistical terms, the 'interpret' mean was

higher than the 'apply' mean.



4. There was no significant difference between perceived
needs to support research, except the needs for knowledge of
research methodology, of foreign language teachers with different
educational backgrounds. Both foreign language teachers with a
master's degree or higher and those with a bachelor's degree or
lower perceived all needs to a high degree. However, those with
a bachelor's degree perceived the needs for knowledge of research
methodology higher than those with a master's degree or higher at

a confidence level of .01.





