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ABSTRACT

This study surveys teachers' problems in teaching technical
English courses for Higher Vocational Certificate engineering
students in technical colleges in Thailand. It also seeks to
determine the ranks of such problems in the order of importance
and urgency. Moreover, this study is intended to investigate the
relationship between the teachers' professional backgrounds and
the problems they specify. Furthermore, it surveys teachers'

opinion on solutions to the problems,

Questionnaires were sent to 145 teachers currently
teaching technical English for HVC engineering students in technical
colleges. One hundred and thirty-five teachers participated in the

study.

The major findings are as follows:

l. Most technical English teachers in DVE technical
colleges have a Bachelor's degree with and English major. None has

any training in ESP or EST teaching.

2. Teachers specify nearly a half of all questionnaire
items as " Usually the Problem " and more than a half of

questionnaire items are classified as " Sometimes the Problem ",



3. The top-five ranks of the problems are material,

curriculum, students, teaching aids and teaching situation.

4, Differént numbers of years of teaching experience of
technical English have a relationship with most of the problems,
while teaching training experience and training abroad do not have
a relationship with any problems. There is no relationship between
any of teachers' backgrounds and the five problems namely curriculum,

students, teaching aids, teaching situation, and evaluation.

5. Teachers' opinions obtained indicate that the most
popular vote goes to " Improve the curriculum so that technical
English is taught every semester.'", the second most popular vote
goes to " Set up a resource center for HVC technical English
teachers." and the least popular vote goes to " Supervise teachers
in teaching HVC technical English regularly." 1In addition, most
teachers agree on " Solving the problem one at a time in the order

of importance and urgency.".
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